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Bugiin diinya, tarihin hizlandig: bir
dénemden geciyor. Orta Dogu,
yalnizca kadim medeniyetlerin besigi
degil; ayni zamanda enerjiden goge,
guvenlikten diplomasiye uzanan bir
dizikiresel fay hattinin damerkezinde.
Savaglar, yikimlar ve istikrarsizliklar
arasinda biytiyen bir geng¢ niifus; bir ==
yandan agir yikler tagirken, diger
yandan umut ve direnigin en giigli
tastyicist haline geliyor.

21.ytizyihn ilk ¢eyregi, insanlik tarihinin en karmagik
jeopolitik denklemine sahne oluyor. Kiiresel diizlemde
gic merkezlerinin yer degistirdigi, normlarin ve
ittifaklarin yeniden sekillendigi bu doénemde; Orta
Dogu, Dogu Akdeniz ve gevresindeki genis cografya,
yalnizca tarihi kirlmalarin degil, gelecegi belirleyecek
stratejik hamlelerin de sahnesi haline gelmistir.
Savaglarin golgesinde biiyliyen kusaklar, bir yandan
krizlerin etkisini derinden hissederken, diger yandan
barigin, kalkinmanin ve birlikte yasamanin 6znesi
olmak durumunda kalmaktadirlar.

Haziran sayimizda, bu ¢ok katmanli dontgimi
anlamlandirmaya ve bu siirece yon veren temel eksenleri
buttincilbirperspektifleirdelemeye gayretediyoruz. Orta
Dogu'nun istikrarsiz yapisi, sadece bolgesel giivenligi
degil, ayni zamanda kiiresel baris1 da dogrudan etkileyen
bir nitelik tasgimaktadur. Israil-Filistin hattindaki trajik
tikanmughk, Suriye’de devam eden siyasi karmasa,
Liibnan’in sosyo-ekonomik sarsintilari ve Urdiin’iin
artan demografik ve ekonomik yiiki; yalmzca bolge
tlkelerini degil, uluslararasi toplumun tim aktorlerini

sorumluluk almak zorunda birakmaktadir.
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Today, the world is going through a
period in which the pace of history has
accelerated. The Middle East is not only
the cradle of ancient civilizations, but also
lies at the heart of a series of global fault
lines ranging from energy and migration
to security and diplomacy. Amid wars,
destruction, and instability, a growing
young population bears heavy burdens
while simultaneously becoming the most
powerful bearer of hope and resistance.

The first quarter of the 21st century is witnessing one of
the most complex geopolitical equations in human
history. In this era marked by shifting global power centers
and the reshaping of norms and alliances the Middle East,
the Eastern Mediterranean, and the surrounding regions
have become not only the stage for historical ruptures
but also the arena for strategic moves that will shape the
tuture. Generations growing up in the shadow of wars
deeply feel the impact of ongoing crises, yet they are also
compelled to become the agents of peace, development,
and coexistence.

In our June issue, we aim to make sense of this multilayered
transformation and to examine, from a holistic perspective,
the key axes shaping this process. The volatile structure of
the Middle East not only threatens regional security but
also has direct implications for global peace. The tragic
deadlock along the Israel-Palestine line, the ongoing
political turmoil in Syria, Lebanon’s socio-economic
upheavals, and Jordan’s increasing demographic and
economic burden compel not only the countries of the
region but also all actors of the international community
to assume responsibility.

www.wald.org.tr

Bu baglamda Turkiye, tarihi ve kiltirel birikimi,
diplomatik kapasitesi ve insani yardim vizyonuyla
sadecebolgesel biraktordegil, kiireselistikrarin tesisinde
oncl bir paydastir. Tirkiye'nin etkinligi, artik klasik
diplomasi sinirlarini agmakta; insani diplomasiden
iklim politikalarina, genclik girisimlerinden dijital
kalkinmaya kadar pek ¢ok alanda ¢ok y6nlii bir liderlik
modeli olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.

Ozellikle Dogu Akdeniz de enerji kaynaklar tizerinden
yasanan stratejik rekabet, bolgede sadece ekonomik
degil, diplomatik ve giivenlik temelli gerilimlerin de
basglica kaynagidir. Enerji diplomasisinin gelecegi;
kargilikli bagimhliklara dayanan, hakkaniyetli ve is
birligine acik bir anlayisla sekillendirildiginde, bolgesel
bariga hizmet edebilir. Ancak mevcut durumda bu
potansiyel, hild ¢ozilememis ihtilaflar ve diglayict
politikalar nedeniyle sinirhi kalmaktadir. Bu baglamda
Kibris meselesi, yalnizca adaya 6zgi bir anlasmazhik
degil; Avrupa Birligi ile Turkiye iligkilerini etkileyen

temel unsurlardan biri olmaya devam etmektedir.

Kibris tizerinden yuritilen enerji politikalari, go¢
yonetimi ve gvenlik is birlikleri gibi konular, Turkiye-
AB iligkilerinde stratejik yeniden konumlanma
ihtiyacin1 agik bigimde ortaya koymaktadir. AB ile
iliskilerde kargihikli saygiya dayali, uzun vadeli ve ¢ok
boyutlu bir diyalogun yeniden inga edilmesi; yalnizca

Thrkiye'nin degil, Avrupa'nin da istikrari i¢in elzemdir.

Bu stratejik ortamda, terérden arindirilmig bir Tirkiye
vizyonu, yalnizca ulusal giivenlik agisindan degil,
bolgesel baris ve ekonomik kalkinma agisindan da
belirleyici bir 6neme sahiptir. Guvenlik tehditlerinin
bertaraf edilmesiyle birlikte, Tiirkiye’nin sahip oldugu
girisimcilik potansiyeli, gen¢ niifusu ve teknolojik
kabiliyetleri; ticaretin yeniden yapilandigi bu ¢agda
onemli bir rekabet tstiinliigii saglayacaktir.

Bu sayimizda, iste tam da bu genis ¢erceve icerisinde;
savagin gélgesinde sekillenen umutlari, bolgesel
krizlerin ortasindafilizlenenigbirliklerinive Trkiye'nin
diplomasiden  ticarete,  girisimcilikten  sosyal
kalkinmaya kadar bir¢ok alanda oynadi1 donustiriici
roli ele aliyoruz. Stratejik degerlendirmeler, uzman
analizleri ve saha gozlemleriyle hazirladigimiz bu 6zel
sayida; okuyucularimizi, diinyay: degistiren gelismelere
yalnizca tanik olmaya degil, ayn1 zamanda birlikte yon
vermeye davet ediyoruz.

www.wald.org.tr

In this context, Turkey through its historical and cultural
legacy, diplomatic capacity, and humanitarian vision—is
not merely a regional actor but a key partner in establishing
global stability. Turkey’s influence now extends beyond
the boundaries of traditional diplomacy, emerging as
a multidimensional model of leadership across a wide
spectrum: from humanitarian diplomacy and climate
policies to youth entrepreneurship and digital development.

In particular, the strategic competition over energy
resources in the Eastern Mediterranean is not only an
economic issue, but also a major source of diplomatic
and security-related tensions. The future of energy
diplomacy can contribute to regional peace if it is shaped
by a framework of mutual interdependence, fairness, and
openness to cooperation. However, this potential remains
limited due to unresolved disputes and exclusionary
policies. In this regard, the Cyprus issue is not merely a
local disagreement confined to the island; it continues
to be one of the key factors influencing the relationship
between the European Union and Turkey.

Issues such as energy policies centered on Cyprus,
migration management, and security cooperation clearly
underscore the need for a strategic repositioning
in Turkey-EU relations. Rebuilding a long-term,
multidimensional dialogue based on mutual respect is
essential not only for Turkey’s stability, but also for that
of Europe.

In this strategic environment, a vision of a Turkey free
from terrorism holds critical importance not only for
national security but also for regional peace and economic
development. With the elimination of security threats,
Turkey’s entrepreneurial potential, youthful population,
and technological capabilities will offer a significant
competitive advantage in this era of restructured global
trade.

In this issue, within this broad framework, we explore
the hopes shaped in the shadow of war, the collaborations
emerging amid regional crises, and Turkey’s
transformative role across a wide range of fields from
diplomacy and trade to entrepreneurship and social
development. Through strategic assessments, expert
analyses, and field observations, this special edition
invites our readers not only to witness the developments
that are reshaping the world, but also to take part in
shaping them together.
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YERELDEN KURESELE UZANAN BIR YOLCULUK
A JOURNEY FROM THE LOCAL TO THE GLOBAL

YERELDEN KURESELE
UZANAN BIR YOLCULUK

Ahmet AKIN
Balikesir Buyuksehir Belediye
Baskani

Tiirkiye'nin bereketli topraklarindan, iki denize agilan egsiz
cografyasina; tarimdan turizme, kiiltirden sirdirilebilirlige
uzanan giglii bir potansiyele sahip Balikesir, son yillarda
yerel kalkinma vizyonunu kiiresel hedeflerle bulusturan érnek
sehirlerden biri haline geld.

Birlesmis Kentler ve Yerel Yonetimler Teskilati'mn (UCLG)
temel ilkelerini benimseyen Baskan AKIN, yerel yonetimlerin
kiiresel meselelere coziim tiretebilecegi fikrini Balikesir olgeginde
somutlastiriyor.  Seffaflik, katilimeihk, cevresel sorumluluk
ve sosyal adalet ekseninde sekillenen yonetim anlayisi, kenti
sadece bolgesel bir merkez degil, ayni zamanda kiivesel olcekte
bir aktor haline getiriyor.

Bu dzel roportajda; Baskan Abhmet AKIN, Balikesir'in
kalkinma vizyonunu, genglere, dogaya wve kiiltiire verdigi
onemi, UCLG atis:  altindaki  hedeflerini, kentlerin
iklim krizine ve esitsizliklere karsi nasil daha etkin rol

oynayabilecegini samimi bir sohbet esliginde paylasti.

A JOURNEY FROM THE
LOCAL TO THE GLOBAL

Ahmet AKIN
Mayor of Balikesir Metropolitan
Municipality

From the fertile lands of Tiirkiye fo its unique geography opening
onto fwo seas, Balikesir possesses strong potential that spans
agriculture to tourism, culture to sustainability. In recent years,
it has become one of the exemplary cities that align its local

development vision with global goals.

Embracing the core principles of the United Cities and Local
Governments (UCLG), Mayor Abhmet AKIN brings to life
the idea that local governments can offer solutions to global
challenges—right at the scale of Balikesir. Grounded in
transparency, participation, environmental responsibility, and
social justice, his approach to governance is transforming the

city into not just a regional hub, but also a global actor.

In this special interview, Mayor AKIN shares Balkesir’s development
vision, his commitment fo youth, nature, and culture, and his
amdbitions under the UCLG framework. He also offers sincere insights
into how cities can play a more effective role in tackling the cimate

crisis and growing inequalities.

AT
IVIEN| \\:\\g@_ 5

—_—

April 2025

IRID
SELAS
S

GA

JRTO
ECIA
SOVIA
'CELONA

UCLG ¢atis1 altinda yiiriittiigiiniiz 6ncelikli caligmalar
neler? Ozellikle; UCLG’deki goreviniz, Balikesir'e
uluslararas1 is birlikleri ag¢isindan ne gibi firsatlar
sunuyor? Yerel yonetimlerin siirdiiriilebilir kalkinma
hedeflerine ulagmasi icin UCLG’nin sundugu avantajlar
nelerdir?

UCLG Dinya Teskilatinda Bagkan Yardimcilig:
gorevini yurttiyorum. Ayni zamanda, UCLG-MEWA
catistaltinda Kaltir ve Turizm Komitesi Bagkaniyim. Bu
gorevlerim, uluslararas: alanda Balikesirimize 6nemli
katkilarsagliyor. Gorevlerim neticesinde Balikesir'imizin
sesini uluslararas: platformlarda daha gugli bir gekilde
duyuruyoruz. Kentimizin kiltirel zenginliklerini ve
turizm potansiyelini kiresel 6lgekte tanitabiliyoruz.
Bu anlamda farkli fonlara erisim, uluslararasi projelere
ortaklik gibi avantajlar da beraberinde geliyor. UCLG,
yerel yonetimlerin sirdirilebilir kalkinma hedeflerine
ulagmasi bakimindan da pek ¢ok avantaj sunuyor.
UCLG, yerel yonetimleri sadece uygulayict degil,
ayni zamanda politika belirleyici aktérler olarak kabul
ediyor. Bu ¢at1 altinda bizler, kiiresel hedefleri yerel
olgekte uyarlarken yalniz birakilmiyoruz. Egitim,
rehberlik, deneyim paylasgimi ve kiresel karar alma
mekanizmalarina katilm gibi ¢ok yonli destekler
sunuluyor.

Ayrica, yerel yonetimler arasi network olusturma
firsatlar1, tematik c¢aligma gruplari ve bolgesel is
birlikleri sayesinde yerel sorunlara kiiresel ¢6ziimler
gelistirmek de mimkin hile geliyor. UCLG,
“kiiresel disin, yerel hareket et” ilkesi ile yerel
yonetimlerin  sirdirilebilir  kalkinma hedeflerine

www.wald.org.tr

What are the key areas of work you are focusing on
under the UCLG umbrella? Specifically, how does your
role within UCLG create opportunities for Balikesir in
terms of international cooperation? What advantages
does UCLG offer to local governments in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)?

I currently serve as Vice President of the UCLG World
Organization and also hold the position of Chair of the
Committee on Culture and Tourism under UCLG-
MEWA. These roles provide significant benefits to our
city of Balikesir on the international stage. Through these
responsibilities, we are able to make Balikesir’s voice
heard more prominently in global platforms. We have the
opportunity to showcase our city's cultural richness and
tourism potential on an international scale. 'This, in turn,
opens the door to various advantages such as access to
international funding and partnerships in global projects.
UCLG also offers numerous benefits for local governments
striving to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). It recognizes local governments not only as
implementers but also as key policy-makers. Under this
umbrella, we are not left alone in adapting global goals
to the local context. UCLG provides comprehensive
support, including training, guidance, knowledge-sharing,
and participation in global decision-making mechanisms.

In addition, UCLG provides opportunities for building
networks among local governments, participating in
thematic working groups, and fostering regional cooperation
all of which help develop global solutions to local challenges.
Guided by the principle of “think globally, act locally” UCLG

plays a pioneering role in supporting local governments on
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ulagmasina bu gekilde 6ncilik ediyor. UCLG c¢atis:
altinda yurGttigimuz projelere gelince; ozellikle
sturdurtlebilir kalkinma hedefleri, direngli sehirler,
yerel demokrasi ve kapsayicilik gibi temalara 6ncelik
veriyoruz. Kiresel aglar tizerinden iyi uygulamalarin
paylasilmasi ve yerel kalkinma i¢in stratejik adimlarin
birlikte atilmasina yonelik temaslarimiz var. Kiltir ve
yerel kalkinma, iklim degisikligiyle miicadelede yerel
yonetimlerin rold, genglerin ve kadinlarin karar alma
mekanizmalarina katilimi gibikonular giindemimizde

yer aliyor.

Tarim ve Yerel Uretim

Balikesir, Tiirkiye’nin en 6nemli tarim kentlerinden biri.
Ancak ciftgilerin artan maliyetler ve iklim degisikligi
gibi sorunlarla miicadele ettigi bir donemde, belediye
olarak tarimsal dretimi siirdiiriilebilir kilmak adina
hangi adimlar atiyorsunuz?

Iklim, yiksek girdi maliyetleri ciftcimizin sirtinda gok
biiyiik bir yiik olarak iiretimi zorlagtiriyor. Uretim zarar
goriirse yasamsal ihtiya¢larimizi karsilayamaz hale geliriz
ve disa bagimlilhgimiz artar. Biz memleketimizin ithal
pazarina donmesini istemiyoruz. Bu nedenle tarimi,
stratejik bir alan olarak gériyoruz. Balikesir'imizin zengin
topraklarinin ciftcilerini, fakir birakmamak i¢in 6nemli
caligmalar yiratiyoruz.

Bubaglamda Tarimda Balikesir Modeli adini verdigimiz yerel
tarimsal kalkinma modelimizi 6ne ¢ikartyoruz. Cift¢imize
destekler sagliyor ve onlarmn alin terine ortak oluyoruz.
Gegen yil dreticimizin trettigi bamya, susam ve daha
bir¢ok trlinimuizi piyasa degeri tizerinde satin aldik. Sera
naylonu, sal¢a makinesi, selektor makinesi gibi desteklerle
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their path toward achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs). As for the projects we are carrying out
under the UCLG umbrella, we prioritize key themes such
as sustainable development goals, resilient cities, local
democracy, and inclusion. We actively engage in knowledge
exchange through global networks, aiming to share best
practices and take strategic steps for local development. Our
agenda also includes important topics such as culture and local
development, the role of local governments in combating
climate change, and the participation of youth and women in
decision-making processes.

Agriculture and Local Production

Balikesir is one of Turkey’s most important agricultural
cities. However, in a time when farmers are struggling
with rising costs and the impacts of climate change,
what steps are you taking as a municipality to ensure the
sustainability of agricultural production?

Climate conditions and high input costs are placing a significant
burden on our farmers, making production increasingly difficult.
If agricultural production is damaged, we risk being unable to
meet essential needs and becoming more dependent on external
sources. We do not want our homeland to turn into an import-
driven market. That is why we see agriculture as a strategic sector
and are undertaking important efforts to ensure that the farmers

of Balikesir blessed with fertile lands are not left behind.

In this regard, we highlight our local agricultural
development initiative called the "Balikesir Model in
Agriculture." We support our farmers and stand by their
hard-earned labor. Last year, we purchased products such
as okra and sesame from our producers at prices above
market value. We also helped offset major production

www.wald.org.tr

ciftgilerimizin 6nemli bir maliyetini kargiladik. 2025’te de
yem bitkileri tohumu, makine ekipman desteklemeleri,
toprak analizi, fide desteklemeleriyle ciftcilerimizin yaninda
olmaya devam ediyoruz. Bununla beraber hayvansal tretim
desteklemelerimiz kapsaminda da makine ekipman, balikgilik
ve aricilik desteklemeleri yapiyoruz. Balikesirimizde manda
yetistiriciliginin artmasini tegvik etmek, trtinlerimize hak
ettigi degeri kazandirmak amaciyla Manda Kaymag: Uretim
Tesisi kuruyoruz. Tesisimizde manda kaymaginin yani sira
manda siti, manda tereyagi ve manda yogurdu iretimi

yapmay1 planliyoruz.

Bununla beraber ariciligy gelistirmek i¢in Bal Dolum Tesisi
kurulumu ¢aligmalarimiz devam ediyor. Bu tesisimizle
birlikte Greticilerimizden alim garantili ve s6zlesmeli bal alim1
yapmay: planliyoruz. Tarimsal stirdiiriilebilirlikte egitimin ve
planlamanin 6nemine de dikkat ¢ekmek istiyorum. Thirkiye
icin model olan Balikesir Ciftci Egitim Merkezimizde
(BACEM) 6rnek ¢aligmalar gerceklestiriyoruz. BACEM
aracihiyla Ureticilerimize egitim ve kurslar veriyor, {riin
planlamas: konularinda onlara yol gésteriyoruz.

Kirsal altyapiyr giiglendirmek amaciyla sulama sistemleri
tzerinde caligmalar yiritiirken tarla yollarni agmaya devam
ediyoruz. Kurakligin tarimsal Gretimi tehdit ettigi ve gida
glvenliginin ciddi anlamda alarm verdigi bir dénemde,
kurakhiga dayanikh yerli tohumlanimizin yayginlagtiriimas:
ve alternatif Girin denemeleri tizerine ¢aligmalar yiirtitiyoruz.
Strdardlebilirlik agisindan  teknolojik altyapinin da gl
olmasi gerekiyor. Ureticilerin tarimsal faaliyetlerini etkin ve
verimli bir sekilde yapabilmeleri i¢in Balikesir'imiz genelinde 29
farkh noktada Tarimsal Tahmin ve Erken Uyari Sistemlerimiz
etkin bir sekilde ¢alistyor. Erken uyar sistemlerimiz sayesinde,

www.wald.org.tr

costs by providing essential equipment such as greenhouse
plastic, tomato paste machines, and seed sorting machines.
In 2025, we will continue our support with forage crop
seeds, agricultural machinery and equipment assistance,
soil analysis, and seedling support. In the field of animal
production, we also provide support for equipment,
fishing, and beekeeping. We are currently establishing
a Water Buffalo Cream Production Facility to promote
water buffalo farming and give our products the value they
deserve. In addition to buffalo cream, we plan to produce
buffalo milk, butter, and yogurt.

To support beekeeping, we are also working on a
Honey Processing and Packaging Facility, where we
plan to purchase honey directly from producers under
guaranteed contracts. We believe that training and
planning are essential for agricultural sustainability. At
our nationally recognized Balikesir Farmer Training
Center (BACEM), we offer training programs and
courses that guide our farmers in crop planning and
sustainable practices.

To strengthen rural infrastructure, we are improving
irrigation systems and opening new access roads
to farmlands. In a time when drought threatens
agricultural production and food security is under
serious strain, we are working to promote drought-
resistant local seeds and experimenting with
alternative crops. Sustainability also requires a strong
technological infrastructure. Across 29 locations in
Balikesir, we have installed Agricultural Forecast
and Early Warning Systems to help farmers conduct
efficient and productive agricultural activities. These
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treticilerimizin olast ekonomik kaybinin 6niine ge¢cmis ya da en
aza indirmis oluyoruz. Olgiimlerimiz dogrultusunda elimizde
olan verilerle iretimimizi dogru bir sekilde planlayabiliyoruz.
Planli, egitim esasl, teknolojik altyapisi giicli, alim
garantili ve katma degerli bu modelimizle ve elbette bizim
tarim  konusundaki kararhligimizla Balikesirimizde,
Tirkiye'ye ornek olacak bir tarimsal kalkinmaya imza
atiyoruz. Tarimda Balikesir Modeli ile hedeflerimiz agik:
2029 yilina geldigimizde 10 bin yeni istihdam, 1 milyar
dolarlik tarim trtind ihracati, Balikesir'in sosyoekonomik
gelismislik bakimdan ilk 10 kent arasinda yer almasim
hedefliyoruz.

Kiiciik ireticilerin ve kadinlarin biiyiik zincirlerle

rekabet edebilmesi i¢in belediye destekli pazar alanlar,
kooperatiflesme veya dogrudan satis modelleri
konusunda yeni projeleriniz var mi1?

Kugiik treticimiz maalesef yiiksek girdi maliyetlerinden en
fazla etkilenen tretici durumunda. Bunun i¢in ¢esitli alim
garantileri ve desteklerle kii¢iik treticimizi, imkanlarimiz
dogrultusunda destekliyoruz. Ancak esitsizliin yaratmig
oldugu magduriyetin en 6nemli 6znesi kadin tireticilerimize
de ayrica dikkat ¢cekmek isterim. Kiigtik treticilerimizi ve
kadin dreticileri giinimiiz sartlarinda refaha ulastiracak
en dogru sistem, kooperatif sistemidir. Bilindigi tzere
2025 yili Birlesmis Milletler (BM) tarafindan Uluslararas:
Kooperatifler Yili ilan edildi. Diinyada saglikli ve giivenilir
gida arzinin, givenliginin ve maliyetlerinin bu derece
onem tagidig1 kosullarda; kooperatif¢ilik biiyiik bir 6nem
tagtyor. Biz de kooperatiflerimizin ama o6zellikle kadin
kooperatiflerimizin desteklenmesini 6nceliyoruz. Balikesir
Merkez'de ireticilerimizin, kooperatiflerin ve kadinlarin
urettikleri trtnleri dogrudan satabilecekleri bir sistem
olusturmak i¢in ¢alistyoruz. Bu sistemin hem fiziksel hem
dijital boyutlar: olacak sekilde tasarlanmasi i¢in hazirliklar
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systems help prevent or minimize potential economic
losses and allow us to plan production based on real-
time data. With a planned, education-based, tech-
integrated, value-added, and contract-guaranteed
approach, and with our unwavering commitment to
agriculture, we are setting an example of agricultural
development not just for Balikesir, but for all of
Turkey. With the Balikesir Model in Agriculture, our
goals are clear: 10,000 new jobs by 2029, $1 billion
in agricultural exports, and ensuring Balikesir ranks
among Turkey’s top 10 provinces in terms of socio-
economic development.

Do you have any new projects supported by the
municipality such as market areas, cooperative models,
or direct sales platforms to help small-scale producers
and women compete with large retail chains?

Unfortunately, small-scale producers are among the most
affected by rising input costs. To support them within
our means, we provide various purchase guarantees
and financial aids. I would also like to emphasize the
particular challenges faced by women producers, who bear
a significant share of the inequality's impact. The most
effective system to bring small and women producers to
prosperity under current conditions is the cooperative
model. As is well known, 2025 has been declared the
International Year of Cooperatives by the United Nations.
In a world where healthy, reliable food supply, safety, and
cost-efficiency are paramount, cooperatives play a vital role.
We prioritize supporting cooperatives, especially women’s
cooperatives. In Balikesir city center, we are working to
establish a system where producers, cooperatives, and
women can sell their products directly. Preparations are
underway to design this system with both physical and
digital components. Additionally, we provide training to

www.wald.org.tr

yurttiyoruz. Ayrica dretici gruplarina  pazarlama,
e-ticaret ve sosyal medya alanlarinda egitimler veriyor,
kooperatiflerin Gretim altyapilarini giiclendirecek destekler
sagliyoruz. Kadin kooperatiflerinin iretmis oldugu tirtinleri
tespit ederek Balikesirimizde olusturulacak olan satig
merkezlerimiz araciligiyla kadin dretici ve kooperatiflerin
is hayatina dahil edilmesi i¢in ¢aligmalar ytritiyoruz.
Balikesir Molas:t adini verecegimiz satis noktalarinda
Balikesirli kadin ireticilerin trinlerinin satist igin uygun
bir zemin olugturacagiz.

Iklim degisikligi nedeniyle su kaynaklari azalyor.
Kuraklik Balikesir’in tarimsal iiretimini nasil etkiliyor?
Su y6netimi ve akilli tarim uygulamalari konusunda
nasil bir yol haritasi izliyorsunuz?

Balikesir'imiz ¢ok genis bir cografya. Bu nedenle
Balikesir genelinde tarimsal sulama ciddi bir alani
kapsiyor. Balikesir genelindeki sulama tesislerimiz,
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producer groups in marketing, e-commerce, and social
media, while offering support to strengthen cooperative
production infrastructure. By identifying products
made by women’s cooperatives, we are developing sales
centers in Balikesir to integrate women producers and
cooperatives into the business sector. At sales points we
will call “Balikesir Molas1”, we aim to create a favorable
platform specifically for Balikesir’s women producers to
market and sell their products.

Due to climate change, water resources are diminishing.
How is drought affecting agricultural production in
Balikesir? What roadmap are you following regarding
water management and smart agriculture practices?

Balikesir covers a vast geographical area, which means
agricultural irrigation spans a significant portion of the region.
Our irrigation facilities across Balikesir are managed through
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BASKI  Genel Midirliigiimiiz, birliklerimiz ~ ve
BASKI ile su

yonetimi uygulamalarinda 6nemli adimlar atiyoruz.

isletmelerimiz araciligiyla yapiliyor.

Sulama tesislerimizin ¢ogunu 6n 6demeli sayaglar ile
donatarak gereksiz su kullanimini 6nliiyoruz. Balikesir
Biyiiksehir  Belediyesi olarak treticileri basingh
sulamaya tegvik etmek ve girdi maliyetlerini daha asagiya
¢ekmek amaciyla damla sulama sistemleri tiretecegimiz
tesisimizin kurulum ¢aligmalari da devam ediyor. Damla
sulama tretim tesisimiz kuruldugunda vahsi sulamanin
yapildig: bitkilerden baglayarak damla sulama sistemini
Balikesir'de yayginlastiracagiz.

Turizm ve Dogal Zenginlikler

Balikesir, hem Ege hem de Marmara bolgelerinde kiyis:
olan nadir sehirlerden biri. Deniz ve doga turizmini
daha fazla gelistirmek icin yeni projeleriniz var m1?
Onceligimiz giivenli turizm. Bu konuda gereken her tiirlii
tedbiri aliyoruz. Yaz sezonu Oncesinde Balikesirdeki
tim otellerde denetimlerimizi gerceklestirdik. Giivenli
turizm konusunda Balikesir Biytuksehir Belediyesi olarak
lizerimize diisen ne varsa fazlasiyla yapiyoruz. Turizmi
sadece yerel ekonomiye olan katkilariyla ele almiyoruz.
Bizim i¢in turizm; her canliya, dogaya, suya, iklime, tarihe
ve kiiltiirel mirasa sayg: demektir; sahip ¢ikmak demektir.
Inaniyorum ki Balikesir olarak bunu saglayabildigimiz
sirece buytyip gelisebiliriz. Turizm bolgelerinin
iyilestirilmesi, sektoriin  giiclendirilmesi  noktasinda
oncilik ediyoruz. Kent ekonomisini canlandirmanin
yolu, turizmi giclendirmekten geciyor. Bu nedenle
yerel is birligi sistemini geligtiriyoruz. Alternatif turizm
tirlerini  gelistirmek Gzere ¢alismalar yuritiyoruz.

Ekoturizm ve kirsal turizm yatinmlari planlarimiz
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BASKI General Directorate, agricultural cooperatives, and
local enterprises. We are taking important steps in water
management practices in partnership with BASKI. Most of
our irrigation systems are equipped with prepaid water meters
to prevent unnecessary water consumption. As Balikesir
Metropolitan Municipality, we are also establishing a facility
to produce drip irrigation systems aimed at encouraging
farmers to adopt pressurized irrigation and reducing their
input costs. Once this drip irrigation production facility
is operational, we will begin promoting drip irrigation in
Balikesir, starting with crops currently irrigated through
inefficient, uncontrolled methods.

Tourism and Natural Resources

Balikesir is one of the rare cities with coastlines on both
the Aegean and Marmara regions. Do you have any new
projects to further develop marine and nature tourism?
Our top priority is safe tourism, and we take every
necessary precaution in this regard. Before the summer
season, we conducted inspections at all hotels in Balikesir.
As Balikesir Metropolitan Municipality, we do everything
required and more to ensure safe tourism. We do not
consider tourism merely for its economic contributions
to the local economy. For us, tourism means respect for
every living being, nature, water, climate, history, and
cultural heritage it means protecting and preserving
these values. I believe that as long as we can maintain
this approach, Balikesir can grow and develop. We take
the lead in improving tourism areas and strengthening
the sector. Revitalizing the city’s economy depends
heavily on strengthening tourism, so we are developing
local cooperation systems. We are working to promote
alternative types of tourism, including ecotourism and
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arasinda yer aliyor. Bu kapsamda,“Organik Tarim ve
Kirsal Yagam Deneyim Alani (Balikesir Organik Vadi)”

projesi tizerinde ¢aligtyoruz. Amacimiz, hemgehrilerimizin

organik tarim ve kirsal yagsam: deneyimleyebilecegi bir
ekoturizm alani olusturmak. Bu proje ile ekolojik tarimin
yapildigi giivenilir ve saglikli tirtinlere kolaylikla ulagmanin
mimkiin oldugu bir ekoturizm alanini hedefliyoruz. Ayrica
Balikesir'imizin dogal anlamda essiz bir parcast olan Ida

Madra Jeoparkimizin UNESCO tarafindan tescillenmesi

i¢in altyap1 calismalar siirdirtyoruz.

Kiiltiirel mirasin korunmasi ve turizme kazandirilmas:
konusunda belediye olarak hangi oncelikli adimlar
atiyorsunuz?

Balikesir olarak cok giicli koéklerimiz var. Derin bir
tarihi ge¢mise sahibiz. Tarihi milattan 6nce 8 binli yillara
uzanan Balikesir'imiz, birbirinden degerli antik kentlere
ev sahipligi yapiyor. Bununla beraber Balikesirde 300’den
fazla antik kalint1 ve yerlesim birimi oldugunu biliyoruz.
Balikesir Buytiksehir Belediyesi olarak basta 5 biiyiik kazi
alan1 olmak tzere tim tarihi emanetlerimizi gin yiziine
cikaracak, koruma altina alacak ve turizme kazandiracak
calismalara destek oluyoruz. Kisa bir sire 6nce gurur
duydugmuz, her zaman goégsimizii kabartan yakin
tarihimize yonelik 6nemli agilislar gerceklestirdik. Bizler
Kuvayr Milliyeciyiz. Balikesirliler, Izmirin isgalinden
hemen bir giin sonra 6rgiitli bir direnis baslatarak Kuvay:
Milliye atesini yakmiglardi. Benim Kuvay: Milliyecilerden
ve ozellikle Istiklal Madalyali dedem Ahmet Akin Efe’den
aldigim bir emanet var, o emanetin adi Balikesir. Bu kentin
tarihine, kiltiriine hep “Balikesir emanettir” anlayisiyla
yaklastim. Gegen yil Canakkale Savaglarinda yitirdigimiz
Balikesir Liseli kessaflarin hatirasina Balikesir Liseli
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rural tourism investments. In this context, we are working
on the “Organic Farming and Rural Life Experience
Area (Balikesir Organic Valley)” project. Our goal is to
create an ecotourism area where residents can experience
organic farming and rural life firsthand. This project aims
to provide a trusted and healthy source of ecologically
farmed products in an accessible ecotourism environment.
Additionally, we are continuing infrastructure work to
secure UNESCO recognition for the Ida Madra Geopark,

a uniquely natural part of Balikesir.

What priority steps is the municipality taking to
preserve cultural heritage and integrate it into
tourism?

Balikesir has very deep roots and a rich historical heritage.
Our city’s history dates back to as early as 8,000 BCE,
and it is home to numerous valuable ancient cities. We
know that there are more than 300 archaeological sites
and settlements throughout Balikesir. As the Balikesir
Metropolitan Municipality, we support efforts to unearth,
protect, and promote all of our historical treasures
especially in five major excavation sites. Recently, we have
proudly celebrated significant openings that honor our
recent history, which always fills us with pride. We are the
heirs of the Kuvayr Milliye (National Forces). The people
of Balikesir ignited the fire of organized resistance just
one day after the occupation of Izmir. 1 personally carry
the legacy passed down from the Kuvay: Milliye fighters,
especially my grandfather Ahmet Akin Efe, a recipient of
the Independence Medal. This legacy is called Balikesir,
and I have always approached the city’s history and culture
with the understanding that “Balikesir is a sacred trust.”
Last year, we opened the Balikesir High School Scouts
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Kessaflar Mizemizin agihisini gergeklestirdik. Bu yil
Milli Micadelemizin atesinin yakildigi Alaca Mescit'in

restorasyonu tamamland: ve Valiligimiz ile, Karesi ilge

belediyemiz ile onun agiligini da gergeklestirdik. Bu
memleketin dagina tasina, her sokagina yazilan Kuvay:
Milliye’nin ~ hatirasin1  yasatiyoruz. Emanetlerimizi
ozenle koruyoruz. Ayrica kent merkezimizde bulunan
tescilli Orduevi binamizi restore ediyoruz, caligmalar
tamamlandiginda kent miizesi olarak kullanima agacagiz.
Devrim Erbil Cagdas Sanatlar Mizemizin agilisini da
kisa bir sire 6nce gergeklestirdik. Kurtdereli Mehmet
Pehlivan Evi, Ogulpasa Turbesi gibi 6nemli tarihi
yapilarimizin restorasyonunda son agamaya geldik.
Balikesirimizdeki tarihi degeri yiiksek bir¢ok yapinin
tamamlanmaya yakin oldugu bir sirecteyiz. Ayrica
yeni projeler uzerinde de c¢alisiyoruz. Edremit’teki
eski Verem Savas Dispanseri’nin restorasyon projeleri
iizerinde caligmalar yiiriitiyoruz. Oniimiizdeki siiregte
Balikesir'imizin tarihi eserlerini, tescilli yapilarini restore
ederek kiltir-sanat hayatina, kent yagamina dahil
edecegiz.

Yerel halkin turizmden daha fazla ekonomik fayda
saglayabilmesi icin belediye olarak yiiriittigiiniz
caligmalar nelerdir?

Balikesir Biiytksehir Belediyesi olarak turizm ve kirsal
kalkinmay: birlikte ele aliyoruz. Yaz aylarinda sahil
bolgelerimizde yogunlagsan turizm hareketliligini, i¢
bolgelerimize yaymak amaciyla calisiyoruz. Bunun igin
en 6nemli kaynagimiz ise sahip oldugumuz gastronomik
degerlerimiz. Bildiginiz gibi bu kentin et, sit, zeytin,
peynir gibi bircok degeri var. Tim bu degerlerimizi tireten
de bizim insanimiz, bizim ¢iftcimiz. “Cift¢imiz tretecek,
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Museum in memory of the scouts from Balikesir who lost
their lives in the Canakkale Wars. This year, the restoration of
Alaca Mescit the site where our National Struggle began was
completed, and with the support of the Governorship and
Karesi District Municipality, we held its opening ceremony.
We keep alive the memory of the Kuvay: Milliye written into
every hill, stone, and street of this land and carefully preserve
these legacies. We are also restoring our registered Military
House (Orduevi) in the city center, which will be reopened as
a city museum once completed. We recently inaugurated the
Devrim Erbil Museum of Contemporary Arts. Restoration
of significant historic sites such as the Kurtdereli Mehmet
Pehlivan House and Ogulpasa Tomb is nearing completion.
We are in a process where many historically valuable structures
in Balikesir are approaching restoration completion, and we
are also working on new projects. For example, restoration
plans for the former Tuberculosis Dispensary in Edremit
are underway. In the near future, we will continue restoring
Balikesir’s historical artifacts and registered buildings,

integrating them into the city’s cultural, artistic, and social
life.

What initiatives is the municipality undertaking
to ensure that the local community benefits more
economically from tourism?

As Balikesir Metropolitan Municipality, we approach
tourism and rural development together. We work to
spread the tourism activity that intensifies along our coastal
areas during the summer months to the inland regions. Our
most valuable resource for this effort is our rich gastronomic
heritage. As you know, our city is home to many valuable
products such as meat, milk, olives, and cheese. These
products are produced by our own people our farmers. With
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Balikesir'imiz kazanacak” anlayisiyla hem treticimizi
kalkindirtyor  hem de Balikesirimizin  degerlerini
markalastiriyoruz.  Kooperatiflesmeyi  destekliyoruz.
Ozellikle kadin girisimcilerin 6niinii agacak uygulamalar:
hayata gegiriyoruz. Balikesirli hemsgehrilerimizin trettigi
Balikesir'imize 6zgii Urtnlerimizin marka degerini
artiracak festivaller, atélyeler dizenliyoruz. Kiyr turizmi
disinda saglik turizmi, ekoturizm gibi cesitli alanlardaki
potansiyelimizi gergeklestirmek ve halkimizin bundan

kazang saglamasi i¢in ¢alismalar yuritiyoruz.

Gastronomi: Zeytin, Peynir ve Yerel Lezzetler
Balikesir'in zeytinyagi ve peyniri, diinya capinda
bilinen lezzetler arasinda yer aliyor. Ancak bu iiriinlerin
uluslararas1 markalagma siirecinde sizce, hangi
eksiklikler var? Belediye olarak iireticilere bu konuda
nasil destek veriyorsunuz?

Zeytiniyle, peyniriyle, etiyle, siitiyle bir diinya markas:
olabilecek potansiyele sahip Balikesirimiz; maalesef
markalasma konusunda geride kaldi. Sanayiye dayal,
katma degerli, ihracat odakls, teknolojiyle desteklenen bir
tarim sisteminiz olmazsa markalagsamazsiniz. Bu noktada
Tarimda Balikesir Modelini ¢ok 6nemsiyoruz. Mesela
Tarimda Balikesir Modeli kapsaminda yerli Gomeg
Bamyamuz: tireticimizden piyasa tizerinde bir degerle satin
alip tesislerimizde cips haline getiriyoruz ve 41 dolara dis
pazarda satigini gergeklestiriyoruz. Sindirgr'dan aldigimiz
susamlarimizdan tahin dreterek bunu markalastiriyoruz.
Simdi de Balikesir'imizin balini ve kaymagini tanitacak
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the mindset of “Our farmers produce, Balikesir benefits,”

we both support our producers’ development and work to
brand the unique values of Balikesir. We actively support
cooperatives and implement programs that especially
empower women entrepreneurs. We organize festivals
and workshops that increase the brand value of Balikesir’s
unique local products produced by our fellow citizens.
Beyond coastal tourism, we are also developing our potential
in areas such as health tourism and ecotourism to help our
community benefit economically from these sectors.

Gastronomy: Olives, Cheese, and Local Flavors
Balikesir’s olive oil and cheese are renowned
flavors worldwide. However, in your opinion, what
shortcomings exist in the international branding process
of these products? How does the municipality support
producers in this regard?

Balikesir, with its olives, cheese, meat, and milk, has
the potential to become a world-renowned brand, yet
unfortunately, it has lagged behind in branding. Without
an industry-based, value-added, export-oriented, and
technology-supported agricultural system, branding is not
possible. This is why we place great importance on the
Balikesir Model in Agriculture. For example, within this
model, we purchase our local Gémeg okra from producers
at prices above market value, process it into chips in our
facilities, and sell it on international markets for $41.
We also produce and brand tahini from sesame sourced
from Sindirgr. Currently, we are following a strategy to
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tesislesme  stratejisini izliyoruz. Buna yonelik tretim

tesislerimiz igin gerekli adimlari attik. Zeytinyagimiz
ve peynirimiz i¢in bir mutfak diplomasisi ylritiyoruz.
Zeytinlerimizin ve peynirlerimizin sadece Tirkiye'de
degil, diinya ¢apinda taninirligini artirmay: hedefliyoruz.
Cografi tescil stiregleri bunun bir ayagi. Bunun yanindahem
ulusal hem uluslararas: alanda kiiltiir ve turizm fuarlarina,
gastronomi festivallerine ilgi gosteriyoruz. Tadim
atolyelerine, tadim sgenliklerine ve hasat festivallerine
destekler sunuyoruz. Yerel driinlerimizin tanitildig:
testivaller ve sicak satig noktalariyla triinlerimizin marka
degerini giiglendirecek ¢alismalarimiz devam ediyor. Tabii
burada akademik cevrelerle, ticaret ve sanayi odalariyla,
ozel sektorle iligkilerin gelistirilmesi de son derece 6nem
tagtyor. Biz iletigim kanallarini stirekli agik tutuyor ve yeni
is birliklerine zemin hazirliyoruz. Amacimiz, sonunda
Balikesir'in kazanmasi. Bu tarz caligmalarimiz bir¢ok
yerel trtinimiz i¢in gegerli. Balikesirin drtinlerini 6nce
Thrkiye’de, sonra da diinyada markalastiracagiz.

Termal Turizm ve Saglik Turizmi

Balikesir, termal kaynaklariyla Tiirkiye'nin en
onemli sehirlerinden biri. Bu potansiyel yeterince
degerlendiriliyor mu? Termal turizmi canlandirmak
icin belediye olarak hangi projeleri hayata gecirmeyi
planliyorsunuz? Girisimleriniz nelerdir?
Balikesir'imizin dagi, tasi, topragi altin degerinde. Yer
ustiinde oldugu kadar yeraltinda da bir¢ok zenginligimiz
var. Sahip oldugumuz termal kaynaklar, dogal ve kiiltiirel
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establish production facilities that will promote Balikesir’s
honey and cream. Necessary steps have been taken to build
these production centers. We are conducting a culinary
diplomacy initiative for our olive oil and cheese, aiming to
increase their recognition not only in Turkey but globally.
'The geographical indication (GI) registration processes are
an important part of this effort. In addition, we actively
participate in cultural and tourism fairs, as well as gastronomy
festivals at both national and international levels. We support
tasting workshops, tasting festivals, and harvest celebrations.
Our ongoing efforts include festivals and direct sales points
that promote our local products and strengthen their brand
value. Collaboration with academic institutions, chambers of
commerce and industry, and the private sector is also crucial.
We maintain open communication channels and create
opportunities for new partnerships. Our ultimate goal is for
Balikesir to succeed. These efforts apply to many of our local
products. We are committed to branding Balikesir’s products
first within Turkey, and then globally.

Thermal Tourism and Health Tourism

Balikesir is one of Turkey’s most important cities due
to its thermal springs. Is this potential being adequately
utilized? What projects does the municipality plan
to implement to revitalize thermal tourism? What
initiatives are you undertaking in this regard?

Balikesir’s mountains, soil, and land are invaluable
treasures. Beneath the surface, we possess abundant
natural wealth just as above it. Our thermal springs,
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zenginlikler ile saglik turizmi alaninda gugli bir gelisim

potansiyeline sahibiz. Balikesirimizde 30’a yakin termal
kaynak bulunuyor. Termal kaynaklarimiz bakimindan
tlkemizde ilk 5’teyiz. Ancak yeterli ve nitelikli tesislere
sahip degiliz. Bunca kaynak zenginligi ve ulagimdaki
merkezi konumumuza ragmen bugtine kadar bu potansiyeli
gelistirememek, Balikesir'imiz i¢in biyiik bir kayip. Bunu
tersine cevirmek icin hazirliklarimizi baglattik. Hem termal
turizm hem de klasik saglik turizmi bagliklar: altinda yeni
modeler gelistirmeye yonelik toplantilar diizenledik. Saglik
turizmine yonelik ¢alismalarimizda kurumlararas: iligkileri
saglamak i¢in ¢alismalar gerceklestiriyoruz. Ciinkd burada
onemli olan bir husus da sudur ki kurmay: planladigimiz
veya nitelik anlaminda zenginlestirmeyi distindigimiiz
bu tesislerde istihdam edilecek personel de 6nem tastyor.
Sertifikali saglik personelinin egitiminde UGniversitemizin
saglik bilimleri fakiltesi ile is birligini amagliyoruz.

Nitelikli insan kaynag yetistirmek amaciyla, saglik turizmine
yonelik sertifikali egitim programlari icin Balikesir Meslek
Edindirme Kurslar1 (BALMEK) ile Balikesir Universitesi
Tip Fakiltesi is birligine yonelik planlamalar yapiyoruz.
Ayrica, ulusal ve uluslararasi diizeyde hizmet verebilecek
bir rehabilitasyon merkezi ile entegre sekilde, aktivite
merkezi kurmaya yonelik proje tasarimlari yuriitiyoruz.
Bunlarla birlikte “Saglik Kéyi” projemiz kapsaminda; doga
temelli saglik uygulamalari, gastronomi, tarim ve yirtyis
gibi etkinlikleri i¢eren bir yasam modeli olusturmak igin
caligmalarimiz devam ediyor. Kaynaklarimizin turizm
acisindan verimli bir gekilde kullanimina yonelik Turizm
Master Plani  hazirhk ¢alismalant  gergeklestiriyoruz.
Kentimizin turizm altyapisini dijital ortamda goriintr
kilmak ve ziyaretgilerin erisimini kolaylagtirmak amaciyla
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along with our natural and cultural assets, give us strong
potential for development in health tourism. Balikesir is
home to nearly 30 thermal springs and ranks among the
top five cities in Turkey in terms of thermal resources.
However, we currently lack sufficient and high-quality
facilities. Despite this wealth of resources and our strategic
location in terms of accessibility, not fully developing this
potential until now has been a significant loss for Balikesir.
To reverse this, we have initiated preparations and held
meetings to develop new models under both thermal
tourism and conventional health tourism. We are working
to strengthen inter-institutional relations to support our
health tourism efforts. A critical aspect is the staffing
of these planned or upgraded facilities with qualified
personnel. To this end, we aim to collaborate with our
university’s Faculty of Health Sciences for the training of
certified healthcare professionals.

We are planning joint certified training programs for
health tourism with Balikesir Vocational Training
Courses (BALMEK) and Balikesir University Faculty
of Medicine to cultivate skilled human resources.
Additionally, we are designing projects for an activity
center integrated with a rehabilitation center capable
of providing services at national and international
levels. As part of our “Health Village” project, we are
working to create a lifestyle model that includes nature-
based health applications, gastronomy, agriculture, and
walking activities. We are preparing a Tourism Master
Plan to ensure the efficient use of our resources for
tourism. To enhance the city’s tourism infrastructure
visibility and ease visitor access, we have launched
the development of the “Smart Destination” mobile
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Balikesir'in turizm noktalara dair adres ve bilgi iceren
“Akilli Destinasyon” mobil uygulama ve web platformu
calismalarimizi baglattik. Son yaptigimiz aragtirmalara gore
Balikesirimize, yilda ortalama 1 milyon ziyaretci geliyor.
Amacimiz bu sayuyy; ikiye, hatta lice veya dorde katlamak.
Bu, uzun bir zamana yayilan ve Balikesirimiz i¢in sosyal,
ekonomik, kiiltiirel olmak tizere her anlamda stratejik bir
plan. Saglik turizmi konusunda elimizden gelen gayreti
gosteriyoruz. Her zaman séyledigim gibi Balikesirimiz,
yanindan gecilip gidilecek bir kent olmayacak; bu kent
gezip goriilecek yerleriyle ve tim kiltiirel degerleriyle bir

¢ekim merkezi olacak. Bunun i¢in ¢alistyoruz.

Deniz Kirliligi ve Cevresel Sorunlar

Marmara Denizi ve Ege kiyilar1 deniz salyas: (miisilaj)
ve kirlilik gibi ciddi tehditlerle kars1 karsiya. Belediye
olarak deniz kirliligini 6nlemek ve deniz ekosistemini
korumak adina hangi somut 6nlemleri aliyorsunuz?
Balikesir kiyilarindaki plastik atik ve endiistriyel
kirlilik sorunlarina karg:1 yerel yonetim olarak ne tiir
calismalar yapiyorsunuz? Belediye olarak sivil toplum
kuruluglar1 ve akademik cevrelerle is birligi yapiyor
musunuz?

Insanlik olarak maalesef ekolojik bir ¢okiisle karsi
karsiyayiz. Kiresel iklim krizi son yillarda aci yiziini
hi¢ olmadig1 kadar gosterdi. 2024'te 1,5 derece kiresel
isinma esigi agildi. Uzmanlarin aktardigina gore, eger
sicaklik artig1 devam ederse 2025’te de 1,5 derece kiiresel
isinma esigi agilacak. Bu hayati bir mesele. Ciinki iklim
krizi tarlamizdaki trinden kanser riskini tetiklemeye
kadar tiim hayatimiz1 etkiliyor. Dogamizin varlik yokluk
mucadelesi aslinda bizim micadelemiz. Bu konuya bu
anlayigla yaklagmaliy1z.
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app and web platform, which provides addresses and
information on Balikesir’s tourist spots. According
to recent studies, Balikesir receives around 1 million
visitors annually. Our goal is to double, triple, or even
quadruple this number. This is a long-term strategic
plan for Balikesir’s social, economic, and cultural
development. We are committed to making every effort
in health tourism. As I often say, Balikesir will not be
a city that people simply pass through; it will become a
vibrant destination known for its places to visit and rich
cultural heritage. We are working hard to make this
vision a reality.

Marine Pollution and Environmental Issues

The Sea of Marmara and the Aegean coasts face
serious threats such as marine mucilage (sea snot) and
pollution. What concrete measures is the municipality
taking to prevent marine pollution and protect the
marine ecosystem? What efforts are being made by
the local government to address plastic waste and
industrial pollution along Balikesir’s coasts? Does the
municipality collaborate with civil society organizations
and academic institutions in these efforts?

As humanity, we are unfortunately facing an ecological
collapse. The global climate crisis has shown its harsh reality
more than ever in recent years. In 2024, the 1.5-degree
Celsius global warming threshold was surpassed. Experts
warn that if temperature increases continue, this threshold
will again be exceeded in 2025. 'This is a vital issue because
the climate crisis affects every aspect of our lives from the
crops in our fields to the risk of cancer. The struggle for the
existence of our nature is, in fact, our own struggle. We
must approach this issue with this understanding.

www.wald.org.tr

Balikesir'imize gelince; ylizde 46’s1 ormanlardan olusan, iki
denize kiyist olan doga harikas: bir bolgede yasiyoruz. Bu
dogal zenginliklerimiz, bizim kirmizi ¢izgimiz. Ctnki her
zaman sOyledigim bir sey var: bir belediye bagkan: sadece
insanlarin degil; tim canlilarin belediye bagkanidir. Bizim
Balikesir'imizin yalnizca insanlarina degil; denizlerine
ormanlarina, akarsularina karst da sorumlulugumuz
var. Bugiin, musilaj dolayisiyla Marmara’miz adeta can
cekisiyor. Buna en bagindan bu yana kayitsiz kalmadik.
Marmara Denizi'ndeki misilaj sorununa karsi bilimsel
temelli ¢oziimler tiretmek i¢in Balikesir, Bandirma Onyedi
Eyliil ve Canakkale Onsekiz Mart Universitelerimiz ile is
birligi yapiyoruz. Diizenli deniz izleme ¢aligmalariyla su
kalitesini takip ediyor, erken uyari sistemleri gelistirme
caligmalarimizi yiritiyoruz.

Atk su aritma tesislerimizin kapasitesini artirarak
organik yikin denize ulasmasini engelliyoruz. 1470 ileri
biyolojik aritma tesisi olan 32 adet aritma tesisimizle
%100 verimli ¢alismak icin gayret gésteriyoruz. Susurluk,
Gonen, Havran, Edremit caylari tizerinde strekli olarak
denizlerimize ulagan alict ortamlarin  kirlenmesinin
oniine ge¢mek icin denetimler yapiyoruz. Cevre Koruma
ve Kontrol Dairesi Bagkanligimiz ve Zabita Dairesi
Bagkanligimizca isletmeleri siki bir sekilde denetliyoruz ve
taz dontisimlerinin gergeklestirilmesini sagliyoruz.

Ayrica, denizlerimizin temizligi ve deniz ekosisteminin
surdirilebilirligi i¢in ¢ok 6nemli bir uygulamay: hayata
gecirdik. Akademik is birliklerimizle su ana kadar 270.000

www.wald.org.tr

Regarding Balikesir, we live in a nature-rich region
with 46% forest cover and coastlines on two seas.
These natural riches are our red line. As I always say,
a mayor is not only the leader for people but for all
living beings. Our responsibility extends not only to
the people of Balikesir but also to its seas, forests, and
streams. Today, our Sea of Marmara is struggling due
to marine mucilage (sea snot). We have never remained
indifferent to this problem. To develop scientifically
based solutions for the mucilage issue in the Marmara
Sea, we collaborate with Balikesir University, Bandirma
Onyedi Eylil University, and Canakkale Onsekiz Mart
University. We conduct regular marine monitoring to
track water quality and are working on early warning
systems.

We are increasing the capacity of our wastewater treatment
plants to prevent organic loads from reaching the sea. We
operate 32 treatment plants, 14 of which use advanced
biological treatment, striving for 100% efhiciency. We
regularly inspect and prevent pollution from discharges
reaching our seas via rivers such as Susurluk, Goénen,
Havran, and Edremit. Our Environmental Protection and
Control Directorate and Municipal Police Directorate
closely monitor businesses and ensure proper waste
conversion processes are carried out.

Additionally, we have implemented a crucial initiative
to clean our seas and sustain the marine ecosystem. In
cooperation with academic partners, we have scanned
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metrekare alani tarayarak 55.000 metrekare bir alandan
hayalet ag topladik.Bu kapsamda Marmara ve Korfez'de
olusan, deniz ekosistemimize zarar verdigi gibi balik¢ilik
faaliyetlerini de zorlagtiran hayalet ag sorununu bitirmeyi
amagliyoruz. Bu konuda yaptigimiz protokolii 2029’a kadar
uzattik. Tim bunlarla beraber 6zel olarak deginmek istedigim
bir konu var: Kérfezimizdeki kroniklegmis aritma sorunu. Bu
sorunu kokten ¢ézmek igin gereken ne varsa acilen hayata
gegiriyoruz. Zeytinli ve Altinoluk Dogu-Giire Ileri Biyolojik
Atik Su Aritma Tesislerimiz i¢in sozlegmelerimizi imzaladik.
Bununla beraber Bandirma ve Erdek'teki tesislerimizin
yapimimt da hizlandirdik. Kiyr temizligi, hem ¢evresel

surdirilebilirlik agisindan hem de vatandaglarimizin konforu

agisindan 6nemsedigimiz bir konu.

Biz, Balikesir Buyiiksehir Belediyesi olarak en fazla Mavi
Bayrakli plaja sahip belediyeyiz. Balikesirde toplam 49,
Balikesir Buyiiksehir Belediye Baskanligimiz biinyesinde
22 adet Mavi Bayrakli plajimiz var. Turizm sezonu
boyunca Mavi Bayrakl plajlarimizda ¢evre bilinglendirme
etkinlikleri gerceklestiriyoruz. Bunun yaninda Cevre
Egitim ve Bilim Merkezimizde genglerimiz ve
ogrencilerimize yonelik cevre okur-yazarlik, farkindalik
egitimleri veriyoruz. ‘Sifir Atik’ projeleri kapsaminda kiy:
ve deniz temizligi seferberligi baslattik.
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270,000 square meters of the seabed and collected 55,000
square meters of ghost nets abandoned fishing nets
damaging our ecosystem and hindering fisheries in the
Marmara and Gulf regions. Our agreement to address this
issue has been extended until 2029. Moreover, I want to
highlight the chronic wastewater treatment problem in our
Gulf. We are urgently implementing all necessary measures
to solve this issue at its root. Contracts have been signed
for advanced biological wastewater treatment plants in
Zeytinli and Altinoluk East-Giire areas. Construction
has also been accelerated for our treatment facilities
in Bandirma and Erdek. Coastal cleanliness is a top
priority for us, both for environmental sustainability
and citizen comfort.

Balikesir Metropolitan Municipality boasts the highest
number of Blue Flag beaches in Turkey, with 49 in total
and 22 under our direct administration. During the
tourism season, we organize environmental awareness
events at our Blue Flag beaches. Our Environmental
Education and Science Center provides environmental
literacy and awareness training to our youth and
students. As part of the “Zero Waste’ projects, we
launched coastal and marine cleaning campaigns,
regularly collecting and recycling plastic waste.

www.wald.org.tr

Dizenli sahil temizlik kampanyalariyla plastik atiklari topluyor,
geri déntgtime kazandiriyoruz. Tim gevre ve doga koruma
projelerimizi ve ¢alismalarimizi, Ttirkiye Cevre Egitim Vakfi
(TURCEV), Marmara Belediyeler Birligi, TEMA Vakf,
Balikesir Universitesi, Bandirma Onyedi Eyliil Universitesi,
Canakkale Onsekiz Mart Universitesi, Deniz Temiz Dernegi
(TURMEPA) bagta olmak tizere diger ulusal ve yerel sivil
toplum kuruluslar ile birlikte koordineli siirdiirtiyoruz.

Balik¢1 kooperatiflerimizle is birligi yapiyoruz. Sonug
olarak denizlerimiz bize emanet, onlara géziimiz gibi
bakiyoruz. Balikesir'imizde yagami ve dogayr merkeze alan
bir anlayisla ¢alisiyoruz.

www.wald.org.tr

All our environmental and nature conservation
projects are coordinated in partnership with national
and local NGOs such as the Turkish Foundation for
Environmental Education (TURCEV), Marmara
Municipalities Union, TEMA Foundation, Balikesir
University, Bandirma Onyedi Eylil University,
Canakkale Onsekiz Mart University, and the Clean Sea
Association (TURMEPA).

We also collaborate with our local fishing cooperatives.
In conclusion, our seas are entrusted to us, and we care
for them dearly. In Balikesir, we work with a philosophy

that places life and nature at the center.
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KIBRIS’TAN DOGU AKDENIZ’E:
ORTAK GELECEK iGiN
DiPLOMATIK BiR BASLANGIC

Prof. Dr. Ugur OZGEKER
Akademisyen
Guvenlik Politikalari Uzmani

Kibris sorunu, Avrupa Birligi-Tiirkiye
iliskilerinden ~ Dogu  Akdeniz'deki  eneryji
stratejilerine kadar genis bir yelpazede belirleyici
bir etken olmayr siirdiriiyor. Bu sayimizda; iki
devletli ¢6ziim modeli, Giiney Kibris'in AB iiyeligi
cercevesinde olusan ¢ifte standart algisi, Dogu
Akdeniz enerji diplomasisinin sundugu firsatlar
ve KKTC’min wluslararasi alanda taninma
olasihfina dair giincel gelismeleri ele alvyoruz.
Tiirkiye’'nin oniimiizdeki on yilda degerlendirmesi
gereken jeopolitik firsatlara da 151k tuttugumuz
bu analizle, bolgedeki doniisiim dinamiklerini cok

yonli bir perspektifle inceliyoruz.

an 2025

FROM CYPRUS TO THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN: A DIPLOMATIC
BEGINNING FOR A SHARED FUTURE

Prof. Dr. Ugur OZGEKER
Academician
Security Policy Expert

The Cyprus issue continues to be a key factor shaping a wide
spectrum of dynamics, from European Union—"Turkey
relations to energy strategies in the Eastern Mediterranean.
1In this issue, we explore current developments concerning
the two-state solution model, the perception of double
standards surrounding South Cypruss EU membership,
the opportunities offered by energy diplomacy in the
Eastern Mediterranean, and the prospects of international
recognition for the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.
With this analysis, we shed light on the geopolitical
opportunities that Turkey should evaluate in the next
decade, and examine the transformation dynamics in the

region from a multi-faceted perspective.
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Kibris meselesinde ¢oziim perspektifi: iki devletli yap1
kagcimilmaz mr?

Kibris  meselesi, Avrupa Birligi (AB)-Turkiye
iligkilerinde uzun yillardir yapisal bir tikanma noktasi
olarak varligini stirdiirmektedir. Son yillarda sahadaki
ve miizakere masasinda yasanan gelismeler, iki devletli
¢6zim modelinin daha fazla dillendirilmesine yol
agmistir. Kibris’ta federatif bir yap: kurma yontindeki
cabalar, tarihsel, kiltirel ve dini farkliliklar nedeniyle
ciddi engellerle karsilagmaktadir. Almanya ve Vietnam
ornekleri siklikla birlesme potansiyeli olan bolinmiis
tlkeler olarak gindeme gelse de bu orneklerle Kibris
arasindaki farklar dikkate degerdir. Almanya'da Dogu ve
Bati taraflari ayni etnik, dini ve dilsel yapiy1 paylasmakta,
ideolojik bir ayrim temelinde ayrilmis bulunmaktaydi.
Benzer bi¢cimde Vietnam'da da kiltirel ve dilsel biitiinlik,
birlesmeyi miimkin kilan etkenlerden biri olmustur.

Oysa Kibris adasinda Tirk ve Rum toplumlar: arasinda
dil, din, tarihsel hafiza ve sosyo-kiiltirel yap: bakimindan
ciddi ayrigmalar mevcuttur. Gegmiste yasanan etnik
catigmalarve kargilikli travmalar birlesmeye dair toplumsal
uzlaginin 6niinde 6nemli bir engel tegkil etmektedir. Bu
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Solution perspective on the Cyprus issue: is a two-state
structure inevitable?

'The Cyprus issue has long persisted as a structural deadlock
in European Union (EU)-Turkey relations. In recent years,
developments both on the ground and at the negotiating
table have increasingly brought the two-state solution
model to the forefront. Efforts to establish a federal
structure in Cyprus have faced significant obstacles due
to historical, cultural, and religious differences. Although
Germany and Vietnam are frequently cited as examples
of divided countries with potential for reunification,
the differences between these cases and Cyprus are
noteworthy. In Germany, the East and West shared the
same ethnic, religious, and linguistic identity and were
divided primarily along ideological lines. Similarly, in
Vietnam, cultural and linguistic unity was one of the
factors that made reunification possible.

In contrast, there are profound divisions between the
Turkish and Greek Cypriot communities in terms of
language, religion, historical memory, and socio-cultural
structure. Past ethnic conflicts and mutual traumas
continue to pose major barriers to social consensus on
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EastMed
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nedenle, iki toplumun egemen esitligine dayali, karsilikls
taninmaya dayanan iki devletli bir ¢6zim modeli, mevcut
gerceklikler g6z o6ntinde bulunduruldugunda daha
surdirilebilir gérinmektedir. Bu baglamda, iyi komguluk
iligkileri ¢ercevesinde yapilandirilacak miizakerelerin
tederatif degil, iki egemen devlet temelli olmas: gerektigi
yoniinde giiclii bir egilim ortaya ¢ikmaktadur.

Giiney Kibris’in AB iiyeligi ve “cifte standart”
algisi

2004 yilinda, Giiney Kibris Rum Yonetimi'nin (GKRY)
Avrupa Birligi'ne tim ada adina tye yapilmasi, Turkiye
tarafindan uzun stredir “cifte standart” 6rnegi olarak
degerlendirilmektedir. AB'nin tarafsiz bir arabulucu
olma iddiasi, GKRY nin tyeligi ile birlikte ciddi sekilde
sorgulanmaya basglanmigtir. AB hukukuna gore, sinir
ihtilafi bulunan tlkelerin tyeligi 6ncesi bu tiir sorunlarin
¢ozlilmesi gerekirken, Kibris baglaminda bu kuralin
igletilmemesi Turkiye nezdinde adaletsizlik algisin:
derinlegtirmistir.

Tarihsel  olarak, Avrupanin  benzer sireglerde
sergiledigi tutumlar, Ozellikle Almanya 6rneginde
oldugu gibi, galiplerin adaletine dayali bir yaklagim
olarak degerlendirilmektedir. Bu baglamda, Versailles
Anlagmasi’'ndan Yalta Konferansi’'na kadar bir¢cok 6rnek,
Avrupa’'nin uluslararas: krizlerde tarafsizliktan ziyade kendi
cikarlarini 6nceledigi yoniindeki elestirileri beslemektedir.
Ayni durum, Avrupa Birligi'nin Bati Balkan tlkelerine
yonelik tyelik sireglerinde de goézlemlenmektedir.
Komsulariyla sinir sorunlarini  ¢ézemeyen devletlerin

tyeligine izin verilmedigi halde, GKRY'nin dyeligi bu
ilkenin ihlali olarak algilanmistir. Kuzey Kibris Tirk
Cumbhuriyeti'nin (KKTC) statiisiinin taninmamast ve
mizakerelerde esit aktor olarak kabul edilmemesi, AB’nin
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reunification. Therefore, considering current realities, a
two-state solution model based on sovereign equality
and mutual recognition appears more sustainable. In this
context, there is a growing inclination toward negotiations
structured within the framework of good neighborly
relations, not on a federal basis, but on the foundation of
two sovereign states.

The EU membership of Southern Cyprus and the
perception of “double standards”

In 2004, the accession of the Greek Cypriot Administration
of Southern Cyprus (GCASC) to the European Union on
behalf of the entire island has long been regarded by Turkey
as a clear example of “double standards.” The EU’s claim to
act as a neutral mediator began to be seriously questioned
tollowing GCASC’s membership. According to EU law,
disputes over borders should be resolved before a country
is granted membership; the fact that this rule was not
applied in the case of Cyprus has deepened perceptions of
injustice on Turkey’s part.

Historically, Europe’s stance in similar processes
such as the example of Germany has often been
interpreted as favoring the justice of the victors. From
the Treaty of Versailles to the Yalta Conference,
various examples have fueled criticism that Europe
prioritizes its own interests over impartiality in
international crises. A similar inconsistency is
observed in the EU’s enlargement processes with
Western Balkan countries, where membership is
typically withheld from states that have unresolved

border disputes. In contrast, GCASC’s accession
is seen as a violation of this principle. The non-
recognition of the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC) and its exclusion as an equal party

www.wald.org.tr

cifte standart uyguladigi yonindeki degerlendirmeleri
gluglendirmektedir. Bu durum, Tirkiye'nin ABye
guvenini ciddi bi¢cimde zedelemistir.

Dogu Akdeniz enerji gerilimi: ¢atisma mi1 firsat
mi1?

Dogu Akdenizde kesfedilen enerji kaynaklari, Kibris
meselesini daha da karmagiklagtirmak yerine, taraflar
arasinda yeni is birligi olanaklarini giindeme getirebilecek
stratejik bir firsat alani yaratmaktadir. Ancak son
yillarda, basta Yunanistan ve Giiney Kibris Rum
Yonetimi olmak tzere bazi aktorlerin, AB uyeliklerini
kullanarak Turkiye’yi bolgedeki enerji projelerinin
disinda tutma g¢abalari, gerilimi artirmistir. Tirkiye'nin
2019 yilinda Libya ile imzaladigi Miinhasir Ekonomik
Bolge Anlagsmast (MEB), bu gerilimlere dogrudan
yanit nitelifindedir. Bu anlagma, Turkiye'nin deniz
yetki alanlarini belirleyerek bolgede egemenlik iddiasini
uluslararasi zemine tagimis, ayni zamanda Mavi Vatan
doktrinini hukuki bir dayanaga kavusturmustur. Buna
karsin, Misir, Israil ve GKRY nin dahil oldugu EastMed
dogal gaz boru hatti projesi, Turkiye’yi ve KKTC’yi
dislayici bir yaklagimla kurgulanmig; ancak yiksek
maliyet, giivenlik riskleri ve uluslararas: siyasi dengeler
nedeniyle rafa kaldirilmistir. Rusya’'nin Ukrayna’y: isgali
sonrast enerji tedarik yollarinin glvenligi ve ¢esitliligi
gindeme gelirken, Turkiye'nin enerji merkezi olma
stratejisi yeniden 6nem kazanmugtir.

Cumhurbasgkan: Recep Tayyip Erdogan’in Kibrisa su
ve ileride enerji transferi planlarina yonelik agiklamalar:
da bu stratejiyi desteklemektedir. Turkiye'den Kibris'a
ulastirilacak enerji hatlar: araciligiyla Dogu Akdeniz'deki
dogalg i

GREEK
CYPRIOTS

in negotiations have further strengthened claims that
the EU is applying double standards. This situation
has seriously undermined Turkey’s trust in the EU.

Eastern Mediterranean energy tensions: conflict or
opportunity?

The energy resources discovered in the FEastern
Mediterranean present a strategic opportunity that could
pave the way for new avenues of cooperation between parties,
rather than further complicating the Cyprus issue. However, in
recent years, certain actors particularly Greece and the Greek
Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus (GCASC)—
have sought to leverage their EU membership to exclude
Turkey from regional energy projects, thereby escalating
tensions. Turkey’s 2019 signing of the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) Agreement with Libya was a direct response to
these developments. This agreement asserted Turkey’s maritime
jurisdiction rights on an international level and provided a legal
foundation for the “Blue Homeland” doctrine. Conversely, the
EastMed natural gas pipeline project—envisioned by Egypt,
Israel, and GCASC—was designed with an exclusionary
stance toward Turkey and the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC). Nevertheless, due to high costs, security
risks, and shifting international dynamics, the project has
since been shelved. Following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, the
security and diversification of energy supply routes have gained
renewed urgency, reinforcing Turkey’s strategy to become a

regional energy hub.

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s remarks on transferring
both water and potentially energy to Cyprus further
support this strategy. The prospect of transporting Eastern
Mediterranean natural gas to European markets via

corridors passing through Turkey and reaching
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hem de diplomatik anlamda tim taraflar icin kazan-
kazan esasina dayali bir ¢6ziim zemini sunmaktadur.
Dolayisiyla, Dogu Akdeniz enerji kaynaklar1 ¢evresinde
olusan gerilimlerin, uygun uluslararas: hukuki ¢erceve ve
¢ok tarafli diplomasi ile yonetilmesi durumunda, bolgesel
istikrar ve ekonomik entegrasyon agisindan 6nemli bir
firsat sundugu degerlendirilebilir.

KKTC’nin uluslararasi taninma olasiligi ve yeni
kiiresel kirilmalar

Kuzey Kibris Tirk Cumhuriyeti’nin (KKTC) uluslararas:
alanda taninma ihtimali, kiresel dizeyde yasanan
jeopolitik kirilmalar ve bolgesel giic dengelerindeki
degisimlerle birlikte yeniden tartisilmaya baslanmistir.

Cyprus offers a win-win framework—both economically
and diplomatically—for all involved parties. Therefore,
if managed within an appropriate international legal
framework and through multilateral diplomacy, the tensions
surrounding Eastern Mediterranean energy resources can
be transformed into a significant opportunity for regional
stability and economic integration.

The prospect of international recognition of the TRNC
and emerging global shifts

'The possibility of international recognition of the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) has once again
become a topic of discussion in light of global geopolitical
shifts and changing regional power balances. In particular,
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Ozellikle Rusya-Ukrayna savaginin ardindan uluslararas
iligkiler sisteminde ortaya ¢ikan kutuplagma, Bat1 dig1 gli¢
merkezlerinin yeni diplomatik agilimlara y6nelmesine
neden olmustur. Bu baglamda, Rusyanin KKTCde,
ozellikle Girne'de konsolosluk agma karari, bu egilimin
somut bir 6rnegi olarak degerlendirilebilir.

Tarihsel olarak Rusya'nin Yunanistan ve Giiney Kibris

ile yakin iligkileri, ortak Ortodoks kimligi temelinde

Alanya o
prospect

the polarization emerging in the international relations
system following the Russia-Ukraine war has led non-
Western power centers to pursue new diplomatic initiatives.
In this context, Russia’s decision to open a consulate in the
TRNC, specifically in Kyrenia, can be seen as a concrete
example of this trend.

Historically, Russia’s close relations with Greece and

Southern Cyprus have been shaped by a shared Orthodox
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sekillenmistir. Ancak 2008 kuresel finans krizi sonrasinda
Giiney Kibris'in yasadigi ekonomik darbogaz ve AB'nin
miidahale kosullari, bu iliskilere zarar vermistir. Ozellikle
Rus sermayesinin Gliney Kibris'tan ¢ekilmesi, sermaye
ve nifusun bir kisminin KKTC’ye yonelmesine yol
agmustir. Rusya'nin KKTC ile ekonomik ve diplomatik
iligkilerini artirmasi, dogrudan uguslarin baglatilmas: gibi
adimlarin atilmas: halinde, taninma sirecinde sembolik
ilerlemelerin yasanabilecegi 6ngorilmektedir.

Ote yandan, Tirkiye'nin kiresel sistemdeki konumunun
guclenmesi, Orta AsyaTurk Cumhuriyetleri, Arap tilkeleri
ve bazi Afrika devletleri tizerinde dolayli etki yaratma
potansiyeli tagimaktadir. ABD’nin bu stiregte daha
pragmatik bir dig politika anlayisina yonelmesi halinde,
baz: tlkelerin KKTC’yi tanima veya dogrudan iligkiler

kurma yoniinde inisiyatif gelistirmeleri mimkindiir.
Kibris Meselesi: Tiirkiye’'nin Avrupa Birligi siirecine
engel mi, ara¢ mr?

Kibris sorunu, wuzun yillar boyunca Turkiye'nin

www.wald.org.tr
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identity. However, the 2008 global financial crisis and the
economic downturn experienced by Southern Cyprus,
along with the EU’ intervention conditions, strained
these ties. In particular, the withdrawal of Russian capital
from Southern Cyprus led to a redirection of some capital
and population toward the TRNC. If Russia increases its
economic and diplomatic engagement with the TRNC—
such as by initiating direct flights—symbolic progress in the
recognition process may be anticipated.

On the other hand, Turkey’s strengthening position within the
global system holds the potential to exert indirect influence
over the Turkic Republics of Central Asia, Arab countries,
and certain African states. Should the United States adopt
a more pragmatic foreign policy approach in this context, it
is conceivable that some countries may take the initiative to
recognize the TRNC or establish direct relations with it.

The Cyprus issue: an obstacle or a lever for Turkey’s
European Union accession process?

For many years, the Cyprus issue has been regarded as an
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Avrupa Birligi (AB) ile iligkilerinde bir engel olarak
degerlendirilegelmistir. Ancak bu yaklagim, sorunun ¢ok
boyutlu niteligini ve Turkiye-AB iligkilerinin evrimini
tam anlamiyla yansitmamaktadir. Kimi aragtirmacilara
gore, Kibris meselesi Tiirkiye'nin AB perspektifinde bir

“engel’den ziyade bir “baglayici unsur”islevi gérmektedir.

Giuney Kibris Rum Yonetimi’nin (GKRY') 1990 yilinda
yaptigi AB iyelik bagvurusu ve bu bagvurunun Kibris
Cumbhuriyeti ~ Anayasasi'ndaki  yapisal —hiikiimlerle
celigmesine ragmen kabul edilmesi, Turkiye tarafindan

mesruiyet sorunu olarak degerlendirilmistir. Turk
toplumunun ortak kurucu unsur oldugu 1960
Kibris Cumbhuriyeti'nde anayasal olarak tim dig

politika kararlarinda Turk Cumhurbagkaninin onay1
gerekmekteydi. Bu nedenle, GKRY’ nin bagvurusunun
hukuki temelde gegerliligi tartismalidur.

Turkiye'nin zaman i¢inde artan askeri, ekonomik ve
diplomatik giicti, Kibris meselesinin Ankara i¢in artik tek
belirleyici dig politika 6nceligi olmadigini gostermektedir.
Bununla birlikte, Kibris sorununa iligkin adil ve stirdiirilebilir
bir ¢6ziim gelistirilmeden AB ile iligkilerde tam fyelik

stirecinin tamamlanmast oldukga gii¢ gériinmektedir.

Bazi aragtirmacilar, AB tyeligi oncesinde adanin taraflar:
arasinda sembolik bir “birlesme” sireci yasanmasinin,
ardindan “anlagmali bir ayrihigin” giindeme gelmesinin
mesruiyet zemini glglendirecegi goérusindedir. Bu

. « »
yaklasim, birlesmeden sonra gelen “anlagmali ayrilik
modelinin, hukuki temelli bir ¢6ziim tiretme kapasitesine
isaret etmektedir.

Tiirkiye'nin oniimiizdeki on yilda degerlendirmesi
gereken jeopolitik firsatlar

Tiirkiye, son yillarda izledigi dis politika dogrultusunda
bolgesel bir gii¢c olmanin Stesine gegerek kiiresel dlgekte
etkinlik hedefleyen bir aktore donigmektedir.
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obstacle in Turkey’s relations with the European Union
(EU). However, this perspective does not fully reflect the
multidimensional nature of the issue or the evolution of
Turkey-EU relations. According to some researchers, the
Cyprus question functions less as an “obstacle” and more as
a “binding element” within Turkey’s EU perspective.

'The application for EU membership submitted by the Greek
Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus (GCASC)
in 1990 and its acceptance despite conflicting with the
structural provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of
Cyprus has been regarded by Turkey as a legitimacy issue. In
the 1960 Republic of Cyprus, of which the Turkish Cypriot
community was a co-founding partner, the approval of the
Turkish Cypriot Vice President was constitutionally required
for all foreign policy decisions. Therefore, the legal validity
of GCASC’s application remains highly questionable.

Turkey’s growing military, economic, and diplomatic
strength over time indicates that the Cyprus issue is no
longer Ankara’s sole foreign policy priority. Nonetheless,
without a fair and sustainable resolution to the Cyprus
question, completing the full EU accession process remains

highly unlikely.

Some researchers argue that a symbolic “reunification”
process between the island’s two sides prior to EU
membership, followed by a “negotiated separation,” could
help strengthen the legitimacy of such a path. This approach
suggests that a post-reunification “negotiated separation”
model may hold potential for producing a legally grounded

solution.

Geopolitical opportunities Turkey should seize in the
coming decade

In recent years, Turkey has evolved from being merely a
regional power to an actor aiming for global influence, in
line with its foreign policy trajectory.

www.wald.org.tr

Baskanlik sisteminin getirdigi istikrar, glicli siyasi irade,
genis toplumsal destek ve artan savunma sanayi kapasitesi,
Tirkiye’nin jeopolitik firsatlara daha etkin bi¢imde cevap
verebilmesini saglamaktadir.

Bu ¢ergevede Tirkiye i¢in 6ntimizdeki on yilda 6ne
¢ikan baglica firsatlar arasinda Avrupa Birligi’'ne tam
tyelik, BRICS (Brezilya, Rusya, Hindistan, Cin ve
Giiney Afrika) yapisina entegrasyon ve uluslararasi
kurumsal liderlik pozisyonlart (6rnegin NATO
Genel Sekreterligi, Islam Igbirligi Teskilat1 Dénem
Baskanlig1, Birlesmis Milletler tist diizey gorevleri) yer
almaktadir.

BRICS iyeligi, Tirkiye'nin dogu bloklariyla ekonomik
entegrasyonunu artirabilecegi gibi, Asya merkezli yeni
diinya diizeninde de aktif bir konum elde etmesini
saglayabilir. Bu stiregte Turkiye'nin savunma sanayi
yatirimlari, enerji politikalarindaki merkez ilke
stratejisi ve diplomatik esneklik kapasitesi 6nemli
avantajlar sunmaktadur.

Ote yandan, olasi iiyelik siireclerinde karsilagilabilecek
siyasi kogsullara yonelik esnek diplomatik manevralar,
AB ve BRICS benzeri platformlara katilimin 6niini
acabilir. Zira bu tiir ¢ok tarafli yapilarda yer almanin
getirdigi i¢sel pazarlik imkanlari, Tirkiye'nin ulusal
cikarlarini kiiresel zeminde daha etkin savunmasini
saglayacaktir.

www.wald.org.tr

29

The stability brought by the presidential system, strong
political will, broad societal support, and the growing
capacity of the defense industry enable Turkey to respond
more effectively to geopolitical opportunities.

Within this framework, some of the key opportunities that
stand out for Turkey in the coming decade include full
membership in the European Union, integration into the
BRICS structure (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa), and leadership positions within international
institutions (such as the NATO Secretary General post, the
Chairmanship of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation,
or high-level roles within the United Nations).

BRICS membership could not only enhance Turkey’s
economic integration with Eastern blocs but also position
it as an active player in the emerging Asia-centered global
order. In this process, Turkey’s investments in the defense
industry, its strategy to become a central player in energy
policy, and its capacity for diplomatic flexibility offer

significant advantages.

At the same time, adaptable diplomatic maneuvering in
response to potential political conditions during accession
processes could pave the way for participation in platforms
such as the EU and BRICS. Indeed, the internal bargaining
opportunities offered by such multilateral structures
would enable Turkey to defend its national interests more

effectively on the global stage.
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SAVASIN GOLGESINDE
IN THE SHADOW OF WAR
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SAVASIN GOLGESINDE
BUYUYEN BIR
GELECEK:
ORTADOGU'DA
BOLGESEL DONUSUM

Dog¢. Dr. Suay Nilhan ACIKALIN
Ankara Haci Bayram Veli Universitesi
Ogretim Uyesi

Son  yillarda Fkiiresel sistemin kirdganlastigi, jeopolitik
dengelerin  yeniden sekillendigi bir donemde Ortadogu
cografyast, yalmzca catiymalarla degil; direng, doniisim
ve yeniden yapilanma arayislaryla da diinya gindeminin
merkezinde yer almaktadir.

Ortadogu, tarih boyunca medeniyetlerin besigi, stratejik gecis
noktast ve kiltiivel zenginligin merkezi olmustur. Ancak bu
zengin miras, son yillarda savaslar, zorunlu gocler, siyasi
kirilganhklar ve insani krizlerle sarsilmags; bolgede biiyiiyen
nesiller, baristan cok belirsizlikle tanismak zorunda kalmastir.
Bugiin, savasin golgesinde gelecegini insa etmeye calisan
Ortadogu, yalnizca bir jeopolitik satrang tabtast degil, ayni
zamanda bélgesel doniisiim arayislarinin merkezidir.

Bu kapsamda gerceklestirdigimiz bu ozel roportajda, akademik
bir perspektifle bolgeyi uzun yillardir takip eden ve onemli
katkilar sunan Dog. Dr. Suay ACIKALIN ile derinlemesine
bir soylesi gerceklestirdik. Dog. Dr. Aptkahn’in analitik
yaklasimuyla, sadece mevcut tabloya degil; ayni zamanda daha
adil, kapsayicr ve baris temelli bir Ortadogu gelecegine dair
umut veren gikarimlar: sizlerle bulusturuyoruz.

A FUTURE GROWING IN
THE SHADOW OF WAR:
REGIONAL
TRANSFORMATION IN
THE MIDDLE EAST

Assoc. Dr. Suay Nilhan ACIKALIN
Faculty Member at Ankara Haci Bayram
Veli University

In recent years, as the global system has grown increasingly
Jfragile and geopolitical balances are being reshaped, the
Middle East has found itself at the center of global attention
not only due fto conflicts, but also through ifs quests for

resilience, transformation, and reconstruction.

Historically a cradle of civilizations, a strategic crossroads,
and a hub of cultural richness, the Middle East today bears
the weight of wars, forced migrations, political instability,
and humanitarian crises. For generations growing up in
the region, peace has often been replaced by uncertainty. Yet
even under the shadow of war, the Middle East is not merely
a geopolitical chessboard it is also a focal point for regional

transformation.

In this special interview, we engage in a deep and thought-
provoking conversation with Assoc. Prof. Suay ACIKALIN,
who has been closely following the region for many years
and has made significant academic contributions to the field.
Through his analytical lens, we explore not only the current
landscape but also hopeful insights into the prospects for a more
Just, inclusive, and peace-oriented future in the Middle East.

Ortadogu’da giivenlik mimarisi, 2000l
yillardan bu yana nasil evrildi? Bolgesel aktorler
aras1 gii¢ dengeleri ne 6lciide degisti?

200071i yillardan itibaren Ortadogu’nun giivenlik
mimarisi devletler aras1 klasik gli¢c dengesi
modelinden, vekilet savaglarina, asimetrik
tehditlere ve parcali ittifaklara evrildi. ABD’nin
Irak’s isgaliyle bolgedeki diizen fiilen ¢oktd;
mezhepsel catigmalar uzun bir siire boélgenin
kaderinin belirleyicisi olurken, Korfez iilkeleri
ise kendi givenliklerini daha fazla dogrudan
savunmak zorunda kaldi. Turkiye gelisen ve
biiytiyen ekonomisiyle, caydiricilik giicii sayesinde

www.wald.org.tr

How has the security architecture in the Middle
East evolved since the 2000s? To what extent have
the power dynamics among regional actors shifted?
Since the 2000s, the security architecture of the
Middle East has shifted from a traditional model of
interstate power balances to one marked by proxy
wars, asymmetric threats, and fragmented alliances.
'The U.S. invasion of Iraq effectively dismantled the
existing order, while sectarian conflicts became a
defining force in the region for years. In response, Gulf
countries were increasingly compelled to take direct
responsibility for their own security. Amid this volatile

environment, Turkey backed by its growing economy
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ates cemberi olan bu bolgede bolgesel bir giic
ve kiiresel bariga katki sunan bir aktor haline
dontstii. Bu bolgesel durum hig siiphesiz kiiresel
degisimleri hem etkiledi hem de etkilendi.

Yeni bolgesel ittifaklar (6regin Iran-Suriye-
Rusya ekseni ya da Israil-Korfez iilkeleri ile
iligkilerinin normallegmesi) bolge giivenligini nasil
sekillendiriyor?

Ucgiincii yilina giren Rusya-Ukrayna savasi ile
birlikte Rusya’nin bolgedeki varlig: ve giict
azalmigtir. Bununla birlikte, 8 Aralik Sam
devrimi sonrasinda Arap Bahari’yla ortaya
¢ikan giic dengesi ve igbirlikleri denkleminin
epeyce farklilagtigini gérmek gerekir. Bu iki
gelismenin ortaya ¢ikardigijeopolitik durum,
bolgesel ittifaklarin kaderini degistirmigtir.
Ote yandan, 7 Ekim sonrasinda yasananlar
Trump’in ilk baskanlik déneminde ABD
etkisiyle baglayan koérfez ilkelerinin Israil
ile normallesme siireglerini askiya almasina
neden olmus ve Israil’in Giiney Kibris Rum
Yonetimi ile yakinlagmasi siireclerini ortaya
¢ikarmigtir. Tim bu sireglerde de agikca
gorildigt gibi bu ittifaklar, klasik Soguk
Savas bloklarindan farkli olarak daha esnek
bir yapida olusmustur. Elbette bu hizh
geciskenlik icerisinde bolgenin givenlik
mimarisi bolge i¢i ve bolge disi aktorlerin
mudahalesi ile istikrardan wuzak olmakla
beraber kontrolld ¢atisma ve “denge icinde
kriz” Gretmeye odaklanmistr.

ABD ve Cin’in Ortadogu’ya yonelik
politikalarinin bolgesel donugiimdeki etkisi
nedir? Giivenlik merkezli mi yoksa ekonomik
cikarlar iizerinden mi ilerliyorlar?

ABD’nin Ortadogu politikalar1 hala givenlik
temellidir; Israil'in guvenligi, Iran’in cevrelenmesi
ve enerji rotalarinin  denetimi  6nceliklidir.
Cin ise bolgeye biiytik oranda ekonomi odakl
yaklagmaktadir. Kusak-Yol projesi, enerji arz
givenligi ve liman yatirimlari 6ne ¢ikmaktadur.
Ancak bu baglamda Cin’in de artan ekonomik
angajmanla Dbirlikte deniz glivenligi ve siber
savunma gibi alanlarda dolayl: giivenlik refleksleri
gelistirdigini gormek gerekir.
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and deterrent capabilities emerged as a regional power
and a key contributor to global peace. This regional
dynamic has undoubtedly both influenced and been
influenced by global transformations.

How are new regional alliances such as the
Iran-Syria-Russia axis or the normalization
of relations between Israel and Gulf countries
shaping regional security?

With the Russia-Ukraine war entering its third
year, Russia’s presence and influence in the region
have diminished. At the same time, the balance of
power and cooperative dynamics that emerged in the
aftermath of the Arab Spring particularly following
the December 8 Damascus uprising have undergone
significant transformation. These two developments
have reshaped the geopolitical landscape and altered
the trajectory of regional alliances. On the other
hand, the developments following October 7 have
led Gulf countries to suspend the normalization
processes with Israel initiated during Trump’s first
presidential term under strong U.S. influence and
have instead accelerated Israel’s rapprochement with
the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus. As these processes clearly demonstrate, the
emerging alliances differ from classical Cold War
blocs, taking on a more flexible and fluid structure. In
this environment of rapid shifts, the region’s security
architecture shaped by the interventions of both
regional and external actors remains far from stable,
instead leaning toward controlled conflicts and the
management of a “crisis within balance” paradigm.

What is the impact of U.S. and Chinese policies
on regional transformation in the Middle
East? Are their approaches driven primarily by
security concerns or economic interests?

U.S. policy in the Middle East remains largely security-
odented, with a focus on ensuring Israel's security,
containing Iran, and maintaining control over energy
routes. In contrast, China approaches the region primarily
through an economic lens highlighted by its Belt and
Road Initiative, energy supply security, and investments
in port infrastructure. However, it is important to note
that as China’s economic engagement deepens, it is also
beginning to develop indirect security reflexes in areas
such as maritime security and cyber defense.

www.wald.org.tr

Ortadogu’daki hibrit tehditler yani devlet
dis1 aktorlerin, teror aglarmin ve vekalet
savaglarinin uluslararas1 giivenlik mimarisini
nasil zorladiginm1 diisiinityorsunuz?

Hibrit tehditler yani milis gruplar, siber saldirilar,
propaganda aglar1 ve vekil 6rgiitler — klasik devlet

odakli gtivenlik mimarisini yeniden yapilanmasina

neden olmustur. Uluslararasi organizasyonlar
ise yapilar devlet dig1 aktorlere ve yeni givenlik

.
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How do you think hybrid threats in the Middle
East such as non state actors, terrorist networks,
and proxy wars are challenging the international
security architecture?

N/

Hybrid threats such as militia groups,
cyberattacks, propaganda networks, and proxy
organizations—have forced a restructuring of the
traditional state-centered security architecture.
International organizations are now striving,

———
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tehditlerine  yonelik  politika  gelistirmek
konusunda hem yapisal hem de eylemsel noktada
sireci yakalamaya c¢aligmaktadir. Dolayisiyla
sadece Ortadogu’da degil bircok bolgede
guvenligin asil belirleyicisi olan unsurlara hig
siphesiz istihbarat, bilgi savas: ve siber altyapilar
da eklenmigtir.

Ortadogu iilkelerinde kalkinma ¢abalan,
sirekli catisma ortamindan nasil etkileniyor?
Kalic1 istikrar icin kalkinma hangi asamada
oncelik kazaniyor?

Surekli catisma  ortami, kalkinmanin
finansmanini, yonetimini ve sirdurtlebilirligini
baltaliyor. Enerji ve altyap: yatirimlari yapilsa
bile beseri sermaye gelismiyor. Kalic1 istikrar i¢in
kalkinma, sadece catisma sonrasi degil catigma
aninda da 6ncelikli olmali. Bu baglamda en somut
ornek Turkiye-Irak isbirliginden verilebilir.
Terorle miicadele noktasinda atilan ortak adimlar
ve imzalanan tarihi anlagmalarla Basra Kalkinma
Yolu projesi iki tilke iligkileri ve bolge agisindan
ne kadar kritik oldugunu ortaya koymustur.

Petrole dayali ekonomik yapidan yesil doniisiim ve
teknoloji temelli kalkinmaya gecis miimkiin mir?
Bu déniigitmde oncii olabilecek iilkeler hangileri?
Mimkin ancak sancili bir siire¢. BAE ve
Suudi Arabistan gibi ilkeler Vision 2030
tiri planlarla yesil teknoloji, yapay zeka

sayl 18 - haziran 2025

both structurally and operationally, to adapt their
policies to address these non-state actors and
emerging security challenges. As a result, not
only in the Middle East but across many regions,
key determinants of security now undoubtedly
include intelligence, information warfare, and
cyber infrastructure.
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How are development efforts in Middle Eastern
countries affected by the ongoing conflict
environment? At what stage does development
become a priority for achieving lasting stability?
The persistent conflict environment undermines the
financing, management,and sustainability of development
efforts. Even when energy and infrastructure investments
are made, human capital often fails to develop. For lasting
stability, development must be prioritized not only in
post-conflict periods but also during ongoing conflict. A
concrete example of this is the Turkey-Iraq cooperation:
joint steps taken in counterterrorism and the signing
of historic agreements have demonstrated how critical
the Development Road Project from Basra is both for
bilateral relations and for the broader region.

Is a transition from an oil-based economic structure to
green transformation and technology-driven development
possible? Which countries are likely tolead this shift?

Itis possible, but it will be a challenging and gradual process.
Countries like the United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia are turning toward green technologies, artificial

www.wald.org.tr

ve turizme ydneliyor. Ancak petrole dayal:
mali bagimlilik ve halkin refah dizeyine
aligikligi bu déntsimi yavaglatiyor. Katar
ve Urdiin gibi kiigiik ama stratejik tlkelerin
daha esnek davranma egilimi goéstermesi

beklenebilir.

Savagin ve krizlerin yogun oldugu iilkelerde
“insani kalkinma” nasil bir modelle yeniden
inga edilebilir?

Insani kalkinma sadece ekonomik ve alt
yapisal degil ayni zamanda psikososyal

www.wald.org.tr

intelligence, and tourism through long-term plans such as
Vision 2030. However, fiscal dependence on oil revenues
and the population's accustomed standard of living tend
to slow down this transformation. Smaller but strategically
positioned countries like Qatar and Jordan are expected to
show greater flexibility in adapting to this shift.

How can "human development" be rebuilt in
countries heavily affected by war and crises, and
through what kind of model?

Human development is not solely an economic or
infrastructural endeavor it is a multilayered and in-
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ve yonetisimsel olarak c¢ok katmanh
ve derinlikli bir ingadir. Geg¢is doénemi
adaleti, yerel katilim ve seffaf yonetisim
modelleriyle desteklenmeli. Uluslararas:
yardimlar uzun vadede surdirulebilir
olmamakla beraber kapasite gelistirme
stire¢leri 6ncelenmelidir.

depth process that also encompasses psychosocial and
governance dimensions. It should be supported by
transitional justice, inclusive local participation, and
transparent governance models. While international aid
can provide short-term relief, it is not sustainable in the
long run; therefore, capacity-building processes must be
prioritized to ensure lasting recovery and resilience.

Kadinlarin kalkinmadaki rolii ve savas sonrasi
toplumun yeniden ingasindaki katkilar: iizerine
neler soyleyebilirsiniz?

Hem wuluslararas: iligkiler hem multidisipliner
yaklagimlar  icerisinde  Ozellikle — ¢atigma
ortamlarinda kadinlarin savas sonrasi toplumlarda
uzlagi, egitim ve saglk alanlarinda 6nci rol
oynadigi ortaya konmustir. Yeniden ingaa ve
kalkinma stireglerinde kadinlarin diglanmasinin
¢ok boyutlu sonuglari olacagini 6ngérmek gerekir.
Nitekim basta Afrika bolgesi olmak tizere, Irak ve
Suriye’de kadin figtirlerin yeniden insa siireclerine
katilmasi umut verici 6rneklerdir.
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What can you say about the role of women in
development and their contributions to post-
conflict societal reconstruction?

Withinboth international relations and multidisciplinary
approaches, it has been well established that women play
a leading role in post-conflict societies particularly in
areas such as reconciliation, education, and healthcare.
It is important to recognize that excluding women from
reconstruction and development processes can have
tar-reaching consequences. Notably, the involvement
of women in reconstruction efforts in regions such as
Africa, Iraq, and Syria offers promising examples of

inclusive and sustainable recovery.

www.wald.org.tr

Suriye, Yemen, Irak gibi catisma sonrasi
sireclerde “bolgesel dayanigma” ne olgide
miimkiin ve etkili olabilir?

Bolgesel dayanigsma teori ve pratikte 6nemli
bir kavram ancak burada bolgesel aktdrlerin
¢ikarlar1 ve wuzun vadeli politika yapim
stireclerinin bolgesel baris ve kalkinma
odakli olmasini beklemek gerekir.

Bu noktada, Tirkiye dinyada o6rnek
gosterilebilecek sayili ilkelerden birisidir.
Tiurkiye 6zellikle komgularina yonelik toprak
butinligi ve iyi komsuluk politikalarini
benimsemis bir aktoérdir. Bu baglamda;
Irak’ta siyasi istikrarin olugturulmasinda,
Suriye’de 8 Aralik Sam devrimi sonrasinda
da bolgesel dayanigmanin somut drneklerini
sergilemigtir.

To what extent is “regional solidarity” possible
and effective in post-conflict processes in
countries like Syria, Yemen, and Iraq?

Regional solidarity is a significant concept both in
theory and practice; however, its effectiveness depends
on whether regional actors can align their interests and
long-term policymaking with goals centered on peace
and development.

In this regard, Turkey stands out as one of the few
countries that can be cited as a global example. Turkey
has consistently adopted policies based on respect for
territorial integrity and good neighborly relations,
particularly with its immediate surroundings. Notably,
Turkey has demonstrated concrete examples of
regional solidarity such as contributing to political
stabilization efforts in Iraq and showing constructive
engagement following the December 8 Damascus

uprising in Syria.

Ortadogu’da bir “bolgesel kalkinma vizyonu”
olusturmak miimkiin mii? AB modeli benzeri
bir yap1 i¢cin hangi adimlar gerekir?

Miumkiin ama siyasi irade, kapsayicilik ve disg
mudahalenin sinirlanmasi sart. AB modeli
icin sinir Otesi ekonomik entegrasyon,
ortak enerji projeleri, egitim is birlikleri ve
goc¢ politikalarinda temel baglamda uyum
gerekir.

www.wald.org.tr

Isitpossible to create a “regional development vision”
in the Middle East? What steps would be necessary to
establish a structure similar to the EU model?

It is possible, but it requires strong political will,
inclusivity, and the limitation of external interference.
For a structure similar to the EU model, key steps
would include cross-border economic integration, joint
energy projects, collaborative education initiatives, and
a baseline alignment in migration policies.
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Tirkiye’'nin, Ortadogu’da giivenlik ve kalkinma
basliklar1 arasinda denge kurma c¢abalarini nasil
degerlendiriyorsunuz?

Tirk dis politikasinin bolge agisindan 3 6nemli
bilesende aktif politika iirettigini sdylemek gerekir.
Ik olarak, Tiirkiye terérle miicadele konusunda
bolgede somut adimlar atmis her anlamda terériin
bolgeden temizlenmesinin giivenlik ve kalkinma
i¢in ilk basamak oldugunu ifade etmistir.

Ikincil

olarak,

Tturkiye
yonetisiminden insani yardimlara genis bir
gergevede politika izlemektedir. Ugiincii ve son
olarak, Tirkiye bolge ilkelerine siirdirilebilir,
kapsayici ve kalici kalkinma baglaminda 6nemli
isbirlikleri olusturmak konusunda politikalar
izlemektedir.

bolgede  go¢

SAHIN

GOKBERK

How do you assess Turkey’s efforts to strike a
balance between security and development in the
Middle East?

It is important to note that Turkish foreign policy has
been actively engaged in the region through three key
pillars. First, Turkey has taken concrete steps in the
fight against terrorism, consistently emphasizing that
eliminating terrorism from the region is the foundational
step for both security and development.

Second, Turkey pursues a broad-based humanitarian
policy in the region ranging from migration governance
to humanitarian aid reflecting a commitment to human-
centered approaches. Third and finally, Turkey has been
promoting policies aimed at establishing meaningful
cooperation with regional countries in the context of
sustainable, inclusive, and long-term development.

Savasin golgesinde biiyilyen bir gelecek miimkiin
mii? Sizce Ortadogu’da umut veren doniigiim
nereden bagslayabilir?

Gegmisten bugiine baktigimizda Orta  Dogu
bolgesi bir¢ok sinamadan ge¢mistir. Bugin bu
roportaj gerceklesirken Iran-Israil arasinda yaganan
catismalarin  bolgesel bir savaga dontsme riski
gercekliginden geciyoruz. Bu sorunun cevabini hem
bir akademisyen hem de bireysel bir bakis acisiyla
degerlendirmek  isterim. Akademik baglamda
baktigimizda bolgeyi 6ntimizdeki sirecte ¢ok sancili
bir dénemin bekledigi yadsinamaz bir gerceklik. Bu
zorluklarin agilmasinda tek bir yontem séylemek ¢ok
kolay degil ancak 6nemli bir bagka gerceklik bolgesel
igbirligine her zamankinden ¢ok daha fazla ihtiyag var.
Ve elbette son s6z olarak, gelecek nesillere giiclii bir
Thirkiye birakmak konusundaki inancimiz ve ¢gabamiz
her daim bizi iimitvar kiliyor.

GCELIK KUBBE

v HAKIM e

RADNET

KOREUT

HISAR A

Is a future growing in the shadow of war truly
possible? In your view, where can a hopeful
transformation in the Middle East begin?

Looking at the past and present, the Middle East
has endured numerous trials. As we speak during this
interview, we are witnessing the very real risk of the
ongoing Iran-Israel tensions escalating into a broader
regional war. I would like to respond to this question
from both an academic perspective and a personal
point of view. From an academic perspective, it is
an undeniable reality that the region is heading into
a highly turbulent period. It is not easy to point to
a single solution for overcoming these challenges,
but one crucial fact remains: regional cooperation is
needed now more than ever. And of course, as a final
remark, our unwavering belief in and commitment
to leaving a strong and resilient Turkey for future
generations is what continually sustains our hope.

HISAR D
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TERROR-FREE TURKIYE

GELECEK
NESILLERIMiZz,
SEHITLERIMIZ
SAYESINDE TERORSUZ
TURKIYE’DE HUZUR
ICINDE YASAYACAKLAR

Sekib AVDAGIC
istanbul Ticaret Odasi (iTO)
Baskani

Egitimden  saghga, altyapidan yeni is
yatirimlarina, turizgmden  ticarete kadar
Tiirkiye’yi — basta dogu ve giiney dogu
bolgelerimiz olmak iizere yeni bir donem

bekliyor.
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THANKS TO OUR
MARTYRS, FUTURE
GENERATIONS WILL
LIVE IN PEACEIN A
TERROR-FREE
TURKIYE

Sekib AVDAGIC
President of the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce (ITO)

From  education  to  healthcare,  from
z'nfmsz‘rucz‘ure fo new business investments,
and from tourism to trade, Turkey especially
our eastern and southeastern regions is entering

anew era.

www.wald.org.tr

Terér orgltintn kendini feshettigini agiklamasiyla
“terérsiz  Turkiye” hedefine wulagildi, ilkemiz
icin yeni bir déonem bagladi. Gelecek nesillerimiz
sehitlerimiz sayesinde terdrsiz Tirkiye'de huzur
icinde yagayacaklar. Onlar1 hep minnetle anacagiz.
Hafizalarimizda hep taze kalacaklar. Vatan toprag:
ugruna sehit diisen her bir Mehmet¢igimizi, onlarin
eslerinin, ¢ocuklarinin ve ailelerinin  acilarini,
fedakérliklarini sonsuza kadar tim nesillerimiz
hafizalarinda diri tutacaktir. Yeni déneme damgasini
vuracak kavramlar artik “kardeslik, demokrasi,
kalkinma ve bilyime, refah, tretim, yatinm ve
istthdam” olacak.

21. yiizyilin “Trkiye Yiizyili” olmasi yolunda tilkemiz
onemli bir prangadan kurtuldu. Cumhurbaskan:
Recep Tayyip Erdogan ve MHP lideri Devlet
Bahgeli’'nin biytik inisiyatifleriyle zorlu bir dénemeci
daha bagariyla geride biraktik. Tirk is dinyas:
olarak “terdrsiz Tirkiye’nin  ger¢eklesmesinde
payt ve katkisi olan her kesimi ve kisiyi takdirle
antyoruz. Turkiye'nin ekonomik agidan da gergek
potansiyelini ortaya koymasinin dniindeki bir engeli
daha kaldirdigini gérmenin sevincini yagiyoruz. 41
yil sonra “kesin bir kararhilikla” varilan bu asamada,
dikkatli bir planlamayla tretimde, ticarette, istihdam
ve ihracati gelistirmede olumlu sonuglar elde
edilecegine inaniyoruz.

Yerli ve yabanci yatirimeinin yatirim igin sart gérdigi
given ortamindaki artis; ekonomimize olumlu
yanstyacak, risk algilari minimum seviyeye inecek,
uzun dénemde iktisadi kazanimlarimizi ¢ogaltmada,
sozgelimi diinyanin ilk 10 biyiik ekonomisi arasina
girme c¢abamizda o6nemli bir baslangic noktas:
olacaktir. Bunun gti¢lii beklentisi i¢indeyiz. Bilhassa
bolgesel istikrara yapacagi etkiyi kisa doénemde
hissedecegimizi; Irak, Suriye ve Iran basta olmak
tzere yakin ve wuzak komsularimizla kargilikli
yatirimlarimizi hizlandiracagini disiintyoruz.

Stphesiz bulundugumuz cografyanin yapsi itibariyle
Thrkiye’nin birinci 6nceligi hep glivenlik olacaktr.
Ote yandan yakin tehdit olarak yasadigimiz terér
orgiti tehlikesinin, Devletimizin kararli ve dogru
stratejisi sayesinde bertaraf edilmesiyle, savunma ve
i¢ giivenlige tahsis edilen yitksek pay ilkemizin ve
bolgemizin kalkinmasina ayrilacaktir.

Egitimden sagliga, altyapidan yeni is yatirimlarina,
turizmden ticarete kadar Tiurkiye'yi basta dogu ve
gliney dogu bolgelerimiz olmak tizere yeni bir donem
bekliyor. Baris ve terdrsiiz Turkiye’nin sehitlerimizin
asil kanlar1 Uzerinde ytkseldigini hicbir zaman
unutmayacagiz.

www.wald.org.tr

With the announcement of the dissolution of the
terrorist organization, the goal of a "terror-free Turkey"
has been achieved, marking the beginning of a new
era for our country. Thanks to our martyrs, future
generations will live in peace in a terror-free Turkey.
We will always remember them with gratitude. They
will forever remain vivid in our memories. Every single
one of our soldiers who fell as martyrs for the homeland,
along with the pain and sacrifices of their spouses,
children, and families, will be eternally remembered
and kept alive in the memories of all future generations.
'The new era will be defined by concepts such as
“brotherhood, democracy, development and growth,
prosperity, production, investment, and employment.”

On the path to making the 21st century the "Century of
Turkiye," our country has broken free from a significant
shackle. With the strong leadership and decisive initiatives
of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and MHP leader
Devlet Bahgeli, we have successfully overcome another
critical turning point. As the Turkish business community,
we commend and express our appreciation to all individuals
and groups who contributed to the realization of a “terror-
free Turkey.” We take great pride in witnessing that another
barrier to Turkey’s ability to fully realize its true economic
potential has been removed. After 41 years, reaching this
stage with “firm determination,” we believe that, with careful
planning, positive outcomes will be achieved in production,
trade, employment, and the development of exports.

'The increase in the climate of trust regarded as essential by
both domestic and foreign investors will have a positive
impact on our economy. Risk perceptions will drop to a
minimum, and this will serve as a crucial starting point in
expanding our long-term economic gains, including our
effort to become one of the world’s top 10 economies. We
hold strong expectations in this regard. We believe that the
impact on regional stability will be felt in the short term,
and that it will accelerate mutual investments particularly
with our neighbors such as Iraq, Syria, and Iran, as well as
with both nearby and more distant countries.

Undoubtedly, due to the nature of our geography, security
will always remain Turkey’s top priority. However, with the
threat of terrorism our most immediate danger neutralized
through the determined and well-executed strategy of
our State, the substantial resources previously allocated to
defense and internal security can now be redirected toward
the development of our country and region.

From education to healthcare, from infrastructure to
new business investments, and from tourism to trade,
a new era awaits Turkey especially in our eastern and
southeastern regions. We will never forget that peace
and a terror-free Turkey have risen upon the noble

blood of our martyrs.
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GONULLU GERI DONUS
VOLUNTARY RETURN
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SURIYE’YE GONULLU
DONUS: DIPLOMASININ VE
DAYANISMANIN ROLU

Adbulgaffar ALGABRA
Suriye Arap Cumhuriyeti istanbul
Baskonsolosu

Suriye  Arap  Cumburiyeti Lstanbul  Baskonsolosu
Abdulgaffar ALGABRA ile gergeklestirdigimiz bu Gzel
réportajda, Suriyeli miiltecilerin  gondillii - geri  déniis
stirecini, simir gegislerinde karsilasilan uygulamalar: ve
cocuklarin egitime erisiminde yasanan zorluklar: ele aldik.
Ba;konso[osALGdBRA, konsoloslugun roliine, transit kart
prosediirlerine ve sahadaki insani ihtiyaglara dair dnemli
bilgiler paylasti. Geri doniis siirecinin kolaylastiriimasinda
sivil toplumun ve wuluslararasi dayanismanin onemine
vurgu yapan bu soylesi, go¢ ve geri doniis politikalarinin
insani boyutuna 151k tutuyor.

Suriyeli miiltecilerin géniillii geri doniis siirecini
nasil  degerlendiriyorsunuz ve bu siirecin
kolaylagtirilmasinda Suriye Konsoloslugu’nun rolii
nedir?

Gegici koruma kartina sahip kisiler, Gog Idaresi
araciligiyla geri donebilir ve ikamet ettikleri sehirdeki
Go¢ Idaresinden seyahat izni ile geri doniis
belgeleri alabilirler. Gegici koruma karti olmayan
kisiler ise konsolosluga bagvuruyorlar; biz de onlara
bir defaya mahsus olmak Uzere bir aylik cikis izni
iceren transit bilet veriyoruz. Boylece kigi havaalani
ya da sinir kapisindan ¢ikig yapabiliyor. Bu kartin
Ucretsiz ve aracisiz olarak yalmizca konsolosluk
binasindan verildigini, ofisler ya da komisyoncular
araciligiyla alinmasinin kigiyi yasal sorumluluga
maruz birakacagini, ¢linki bunun sahtecilik olarak
kabul edildigini ve bu nedenle bundan sorumlu
olmadigimiz: belirtmek isterim.
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VOLUNTARY RETURN TO SYRIA:
THE ROLE OF DIPLOMACY AND
SOLIDARITY

Adbulgaffar ALGABRA
Consul General of the Syrian Arab
Republic in Istanbul

In this special interview with Abdulgaffar ALGHABRA,
Consul General of the Syrian Arab Republic in Istanbul, we
explore the voluntary return process of Syrian refugees, the
procedures at border crossings, and the challenges ﬁlced by
returning children in accessing education. Consul General
ALGHABRA shares valuable insights into the role of the
consulate, the transit permit procedures, and the pressing
humanitarian needs on the ground. Highlighting the
crucial role af civil society and international cooperation,

this interview sheds light on the human dimension of

migration and return policies.

How do you evaluate the voluntary return
process of Syrian refugees, and what is the role
of the Syrian Consulate in facilitating this
process?

Individuals holding a temporary protection card can
return through the Directorate General of Migration
Management and obtain return documents with a travel
permit from the Migration Office in the city where they
reside. Individuals without a temporary protection
card apply directly to the consulate; we provide them
with a one-time transit permit valid for one month.
This allows the person to exit the country through
the airport or border gate. I would like to emphasize
that this permit is issued free of charge and exclusively
at the consulate building, without intermediaries.
Obtaining it through offices or brokers exposes the
individual to legal liability, as it is considered forgery,
and therefore we are not responsible for such cases.

www.wald.org.tr

Transitkart, Suriye resmi belgelerine sahip kisilere verilmektedir.
Thrkiye'de dogup Suriye’de kayd: bulunmayan g¢ocuklar i¢in
hastane tarafindan diizenlenen dogum belgesi ile ¢cocugun niifus
kaydinin bulunmas: halinde transit kart verilmektedir. Niifus
kayd: bulunmayan ¢ocuklarda ise anne ve babanin bulunmas: ve
dogum belgesi ile transit kart diizenlenmektedir.

Geridonenlerin sinirkapisindan ¢ikig siirecinde kargilagtiklar:
sorunlarla ilgili herhangi bir sikayet aldiniz m1?
Bu konuda herhangi bir sikayet almadik.

Egyalarin taginmasi ile ilgili olarak, bu konuda herhangi bir
mali yardim talebi aldiniz mi1 ve yardim igin bir biit¢eniz var
mr?

Maalesef bir blitgemiz yok. Ancak bazen bizden bu konuda
destek talep ediliyor, biz de onlar1 destek veren sivil toplum
kuruluslarina ve derneklere yonlendiriyoruz.

Suriye’ye donen ailelerin ¢cocuklarinin orada kargilagabilecegi
zorluklar ve ¢6ziim yollar1 nelerdir?

Hiikiimetin bu konunun farkinda olduguna ve her iki tlkenin
egitim bakanliklari arasinda gériismeler yapildigina inaniyorum. Bu
baglamda, sivil toplum kuruluglarina biiytik gorev distiyor. Ciinki
uyum kurslari yoluyla destek saglayabilir, cocuklara Arapga 6gretmek
icin merkezler agabilir ve ayrica dil konusunda gocuklara destek
olmak amaciyla okullarda yardimer 6gretmenler gérevlendirebilirler.

Thrkee’nin ana dil olarak kabul edildigi ve Arap¢a’'nin miifredatta
bir ders olarak yer aldig1 6zel okullar agmak da mumkiindiir;
ornegin Fransiz, Amerikan ve Pakistan okullari gibi. Bu
okullarin oldukea pahali ve aileler i¢in biiytik bir yiik oldugunu
biliyorum. Burada hayirsever kurumlarin roli ile ebeveynlerin
kismi de olsa egitim Ucretlerini kargilamalarina yardimer olacak
insani yardim caligmalarinin aktif olmas: gerekmektedir.

S

™

L

e ALEPPO

The transit permit is issued to individuals who hold official Syrian
documents. For children born in Turkey who do not have prior registration
in Syria, a transit permit can be issued if the hospital-issued birth certificate
is presented and the child is registered in the civil registry. In cases where
the child is not registered, the presence of both parents and the hospital-

issued birth certificate are required for the issuance of the transit permit.

Have you received any complaints regarding the problems
faced by returnees during the border crossing process?
We have not received any complaints in this regard.

Regarding the transportation of belongings, have you
received any financial assistance requests, and do you have a
budget allocated for such support?

Unfortunately, we do not have abudget for this. However, we occasionally
receive requests for support in this matter, and we direct those individuals
to civil society organizations and associations that provide assistance.

What are the potential challenges that children of families returning
to Syria may face, and what are the possible solutions to address them?
I believe that the government is aware of this issue and that
discussions are taking place between the Ministries of Education
of both countries. In this context, civil society organizations have a
significant role to play. They can provide support through integration
courses, establish centers to teach Arabic to children, and assign
assistant teachers in schools to help children with language support.

It is also possible to establish private schools where Turkish is
the primary language of instruction and Arabic is included in the
curriculum as a subject similar to French, American, or Pakistani
schools. However, I am aware that these schools are quite expensive
and represent a significant burden for families. In this regard, the role of
charitable organizations is crucial, and humanitarian aid efforts should
be active in helping parents cover at least part of the education costs.
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